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PREFACE 

The author ot this paper feels he must ex­

press his debt of gratitude to the lD8lJ1' scholars who 

helped him and encouraged him in hia work. He found the 

people who work in the field of history a generous breed 

or men and women, always read:J to lend a helping hand, 

alwqs willing to aha.re information and data hard to 

find. ·some of·them made available to the author the 

trtlita ot their own researchJ others helped him in the 

laborious work of tracking down bits of information, 

here and there. 

· · Special mention must be made here of the 

help given to the author, by- Dr. R. c. McDanel, under 

whose direction this thesis was written, Rabbi Malcolm H. 

Stern, of Norfolk, Virginia, and Miss Mary Churchill Brown, 

on the start ot the .PUblic Library or Norfolk. Miss 

l'atherine Barton Myers very grac1ousl7 made available 

to the author the family papers in her possession. 

- 11 -







RYAM MYERS 

For a number of years, a great controversy raged on, 

1n learned circles, over the question of heredity versus en­

vironment. one school of psychology taught that man is en­

tirely the product of his environment, while the other made 

the same claim for heredity •. As late as 1924, J. B. Watson 

could write: "Give me a dozen healthy infants. well-for.med, 

and my own specific world to bring them up 1n and I• ll 

guarantee to take anyone at random and train h1m to become any 

type specialist I might select -- doctor. lawyer, artist. 

merchant-chief, e.nd yes, even beggar-man and thief, reg0.l'dless 

of his talents, penchants, tendencies, abilities, vocations, 

and race of his ancestors.ul 

Today, however, a saner and calmer point of view 

prevails. It 1s held that both heredity and environment in­

teract 1n the development of human character. Heredity deals 

the cal.'ds; environment plays them.. Now, since ''the potential 

1. J.B. Watson, Behaviorism, p.82, quoted 1n LaPiere and 
Farnsworth, Social Psychology, p.32. 

- 1 -











the hope of bettering himself. On January 16 • 1750, he 'Was 

naturalized,17 and tha.t year he gave up his job with the 

congregation •18 

For better or for worse, H:yam Myers was now a mer­

chant. To become a merchant seems to have been the idea1 

and goa1 of the immigrant in those days. The 1mm1grant was 

willing to start at the bottom if by so doing he might ulti­

mately have a chance of getting to the top.a Still, business 

in those days carried no guarantee of success with it. If 

there was money to be made in the Indian trade in those days, 

it must not be forgotten that there was danger in it too, 

for the Indian could be, at times, an ugly customer. In 

time, Hyain discovered that the life of a colonial merchant 

was not an easy one. 

The conquest of QUebec 1n 1759 seemed to many 

American merchants to open up a great new market for their 

vva.res. Among those who recognized the potentialities of 

that trade was Hywn Myers. soon he was so deeply in it that 

he had to go to Montreal and QUebec, despite the fact that 

this meant leaving his family for long periods of time. still 

he would always get back to his home when it was important 

for him to be there. Thus in 1762. when his son Jacob was 

17. 

18. 

L.Huhner, "Naturalization of Jews in New York under the 
Act of 174011 , PAJHS, XLII (1905), p.6. 

1rarcus, op.cit., p.219. 



















bee at the breaking out 0£ these troub1es, 
because he refused to bear arms against 
the Americans, the sd Myers VJas taken pris­
oner in the Gulph of st. Lawrence, by the 
HarleQU.1.n Privateer of Salem and. arrived 
this day. Where.tore your petitioner preys 
that he may be admitted upon his parole 
and not be con.tined on board the Gua.l.'d 
Ship •• ;:. 41. 

Hyam's petition 'Was successful.. He " •· •• was placed at 
-

liberty on condition that he would remain within the town 
42 

1im1 ts of Salem. 1t 

When the war was over, many cene.dians hoped 

that they too would benefit .from the victory of the United 

states over l3r1 tain, in tha.t the colonial 8.d...."'11.nistrators 

would now understand that overseas possessions must be 

given liberty and freedom 1n order to keep them happy, but 

those hopes were not realized. on t;ovember 24, 1:784, Hyam 

joined a number of "British f'reeholders, merchants and 

traders 1n the Province of QUebec on behalf of themselves 

and others" in a petition asking the Ktng for l1bere.J. re-
- 4;o 

:forms and f'or a constitution. Nothing ca.me of it, how-

ever, for the day or sucl,l reforms was stil.1 a long 19ay ott 

1n Canada. 

42. 
43. 

Friedlna.n, op. cit., P• 17, quoting Massachusetts 
Archives, bk. 168, P• 444. 

Ibid. 
sack. 012. cit., p. 66, quoting PU.blic Al-chives of 

cane'da, Serles Q, vol. 24-1, P• !. 

- 15 -







He lived in new York unti1 17&3 when his family moved 
2 

to 'Pebec. This move gave him an opportunity to learn 

the French language 1n addition to his native English. 

It is possible, too, that he knew the Dutch language, 

his .rather•s native tongue, and this would go a long 

way 1.n expJa1n1ng the i'acility with which he later moved 

in Amsterdam and st. EUstatia circles.' 

knOlm only to those who are in situations 
to confront tacts within their knowledge 
with the lies of the day. I really look: with 
a great deal oi' commiseration over the great 
body of rcy fellow-c1 tizens, who, reading news­
papers, live and die in the belief that they 
have kno'W!l domething of what has been passing 
in the world 1n their time, whereas the ac­
counts they have been read in the newspapers 
are just as true a history o:t: any other period 
0£ the world as of the present, except that 
the real names of the de.y are a!'fL-md to their 
fables. General facts may indeed be collected 
from them, such as that Europe is now at war* 
that :aonaparte has been a successf'u1 warrior, 
that he has subjected a great portion of 
EUrope to his will etc., etc.; but no details 
can be relied on. I viill add that the man who 
never looks into a newspaper is better in­
formed than he 'Who rends them; inasmch as he 
"Who knows nothing is nearer to truth than he 
whose mind is tilled with falsehoods and errors. 
This was written in 1807. Have we improved or 
o.erogated in a hundred years? 

Gamaliel. Bradford. Jr. 
Wellesley Hills, Mass. July 5. 

In view of the tact that Jefferson suffered consid­
erably trom the press of his day• we can ha.l'dly ac­
cept his conclusions about it as valid. 

2. M:arcus, on. cit. t P• 223. 
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BANKRUPTCY 

The end of the war brought with 1t many 

problems. What was to be done with the vast fleet ot 

privateers that had sailed the seas and been a scourge 

to British shipping? These ships were too large tor the 

ordina:cy commercial ventures of former daya. They had 

been built for speed and equipped to fight enemy vessels. 

"How were the men who had scoured the seas in hot pursuit 

ot valuable cargoes to be reconciled to peddling codfish 

in Spain and collecting molasses and sugar in the West 
l 

Indies?" 

The trouble, however, was infinitely worse. 

The sailors had to be reconciled to unemployment. There 

was an abundance of ships, but with it went a scarcity or 
trade. As things went from bad to worse, a depression 

developed in the coastwiae towns and this 1n turn brought 

depression to the farmers who began to cey out "tor the 

l. J. D. Phillips, Salem and the Indies the Story ot the 
Great Commercial Bra or the City, p. 31. 
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nothing ot the business that is Transacting. he minds 
13 

his own while I am a Slave to that of the Estate." Moses 

Myers goes on bard trips but "Isaac .Moses has been.in busi­

ness f'rom Immedy after h1a failure & never given the least 
14 

attention to the settlement of his affairs." S. & M. 

Myers were doing what was right and honorable while Isaac 

Moses was doing that which was profitable. 

Samuel Myers wrote to his friend Isaac de 

Jacob Mendes of all the trouble they were having with 

Isaac Moses: "One thing alone I cannot forget which is 

that the author of our ruin has endeavoured to asperse 

Our Character to Clear his own and reported that the cause 

of' his failure Was Owing to us. Of' this we leave the im-
15 

partial World to judge •.• " Samuel and Moses Myers dis-

covered that Isaac Moses had, only a abort while before 

going into bankruptcy, purchased an estate coating b9,000 

and a number or pieces or land around New York.and that 

all this property was recorded in his own name. The money 

used to purchase this estate was really the tirm 1 s and 

should not have been used for such purposes. Now that 

Isaac Moses was bankrupt he wanted to use this property to 

13. Jul7 23, 1786, Letter book, I, p. 169. 
14. Moses Myers to Nicholas Hubbard, July 23, 1786, 

Letter book, I, p. 172. 
15. December 5, 1785, Letter book, I, p. 32. 
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The total or their indebtedness was rated at 
26 

Ll60, 000 New York currency. The New York pound, at that 
27 

time, was rated at two dollars and a halt, eo that would 

make their total debt, $400,000. This sum weighed heavily 

on their vd.nde. Isaac Mose& didn•t speak to MOses Myers 

or ever visit him 1n his ottice. When he wanted something 

or Moses 11t1ers he would write him a note and M;.Yers would 
28 

repl7 with a note. On one occasion Isaao Moses asked 

him tor the old books or the compa.nJ', but Moses M,yere 

replied that the books could only be seen at the ott1ce. 

Isaac showed the assignees Moses M:rers• letter ot re-
29 

tusal, but these gentlemen upheld Moses !17ers• decision. 

or oouree, these letten or Samuel and Moses 

Myers tell onl.7 one side of the story -- their aide, 

but a number of facts point to the truth or their stol",1. 

Ir. the first place, one ot them might just as easi17 have 

gone over to Isaac Moses• side, but this did not come to 

pass.. Then there is the tact that the M',rerses worked to 

salvage as much as possible for the creditors, while 

Isaac MOses did nothing tor the•. Another point is, 

that Isaac Moses bad purchased '101"'1 estates onl.7' two 

27. 

28. 

Moses ff1'era to Messrs. J. A .. Haas et al., March l, 
1786, Letter book, I, p. 66 .. 

J. B. Mot.faster, The Lite and Times or Stephen Girard 
Yi3.rlner and tforchiint !, p. 13 .. 

Moses Riera to Siiiiiuel'. fryers, JulJ' 5, 1786, Letter book, 
I, p. 162. 

Ibid. 
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42 
in China ventures. So the China trade was definitely 

not for such people as the Myersea who needed money tor 

day to day expenses. 

Still, Moses Myers had moments when his pes­

simism gave way to admiration for the courage and hero­

ism displayed b7 American seamen in sailing their tillY' 

craft to those distant places. When American merchants 

saw that large ships from our shores didn't do so well, 

they sent out tiny vessels, such as the Experiment, a 

sloop ot only 80 tone, the Hope, a brigantine or 70 tons, 

and the P11!31m or only 62 tons, and won thereby univers­

al acclaim. When the !XJ?eriment, that vessel of 80 tons, 

returned from Canton in April ot 1787, Moses Myers was 

thrilled b7 the adventure, and didn't mind saying so. 

On Sunday last returned to this part the Sloop 
experiment, Capn. Dean, in 4 Months & 12 Da.7s 
from Canton in China. her Cargo consists of 
fine Teas, Nankeens, and ChinaJ This I presume 
was the boldest enterprise ever attempted from 
this country - The Sloop onl7 eight7 Tons, & 
had five Men before the Ma.st, Souls in all on 
aboard Eleven. She was Sixteen Months on the 
Voyage.- The Ships Hope & Empress ot China, & 
a brig was arriv'd from this port, A Ship from 
Philada •• & a Ship from Rhode Island had also 
arriv 1d & would all sail again within Three 
Weeks.44 

Thrilled he was, but he could only be a spectator in 

42. Ibid. 
43. Dii11es, Old China Trade, pp. 30-1. 
44. To N. & J. Van Staphorst, April 24, 1787, Letter 

book, I, p. 245. 
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as an excuse 1 she extended the hospitality or her home 
71 

to three people on their way to Richmond. This was to 

serve as a pattern tor the years ahead, when the great 

and the near great, as well as the humble and the distressed 

were to find a warm welcome in their home. 

Moses Myers was still enumerating the advantages 

of Norfolk to his business associates. He sent out an 

announcement of the opening ot his business, and told 

everyone that Norfolk would be a good place to do business 

in because it lay near the sea, was contiguous to North 

caro11na, had a good part or the bay trade to Maryland and 

to ever'I part of Virginia, and all kinds of goods were to 
72 

be round there " ••• in abundance, very good and oheap." 

At first, Moses Myers was to do business on 
73 

a cash basis, extending no credit to anyone. He was 

still adhering to this polic7 when he put in an advertise­

ment in The Norfolk and Portsmouth Gazette, saying: "The 

subscriber has tor Sale on reasonable terms, for Cash or 

Wheat, The Following Articlesr German Oznaburgs and Tick­

lenburgs, Raven Duck, Russia Sail Duck ••• Calicoes and 

Cambricks ••• Hyson, Green, and Souchong Teas b7 the box 
74 

••• Coffee 1n barrels and bags ••• " We can see that his 

71. 
72. 

73. 

74 .. 

Marcus, op. cit., p. 215. 
Printed Announcement (in the author's possession), 

August 1, 1787. 
M.M. to P. I. Van Berckel, August 30, 1787, Letter 

book I, p. 293. 
October 21, 1789. 
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vital effect on day to day business operations. On March 27 1 

18011 he wrote to his friend, Mark Pringle: "our News yes­

terday from New York of a change in the British Ministry has 

made Some People serious who have large Parcells ot flour 

by them." 42 The following day, Moses wrote to John Leamy on 

the same subject: 11 ! know not what to think of the Change 

in the British Ministry but view it a mere finess & that Mr. 

Pitt again be Solicited to continue in office.n43 In writing 

a bout this matter to the firm of s. & s. Myers, on March 31, 

1801, he shows a change of heart, however, and saya: n ••• for 

my part 1t forbodes a peace.n44 The changes in England worried 

his friend John c. Jones Who had sent out a ship there, but 

Moses assured him that the ship would do well: "notwithstand ... 

ing the reports of the Government refusing to pay the high 

Bounty alledging It had not Passed into a law they are in great 

want In Ireland and the Cargo must do well --.0 45 

Moses Myers made keen and searching analyses of 

the news. His awareness of what lay behind the news is well 

illustrated by this piece: 

I believe It is the determination of llir. 
Jefferson at all events to keep us in a 
state of Ueu trali ty (.J I :rear the Task wi 11 
be an ardous one if the European war con• 
tinue s so long (.) It would however appear 

42. Ibid., p.91. 
43. Ibia., p.93. 
44. rbia., p.96. 
45. April 3 1 1801, Ietterbook, III, p.99. 

- 67 -







A w_eek later. he wrote once again to John Leamy, saying, "I 

hope there will be no more failures with you & that as in New 

York confidence is again restored. 11 56 

As the year advanced, Moses Myers felt that the 

troubles were not yet over. Thus he wrote a business asso­

ciate i n At Philadelphia & Baltimore mi sf or tunes have happened 

as I expected & I am sure others must follow." 57 There wa.s 

great danger in those days when the American economy was geared 

to the war in Europe. Any change in Europe brought unexpected 

results 1n America. As it was, there had been trouble and 

money shortages all along, even for Moses Myers, and he had 

had to write on one occasion to his ex-partner, Isaac Moses, 

saying: " ••• dont Scold (.J I will draw no more for Some 

time. I am told you never have less than 50 to 80 1 000 Dollars 

in Bank and can certainly oblige your friend •••• 11 58 

About a month later he wrote another letter to Isaac 

Moses saying: 11 1 observe what you Say respecting Money Banks 

&e. that yr• t'rienda mal{e Shifts to get all your Spare Mon­

ey C.J I lmow It C.J there is extreme Satisfaction 1n Serving 

our .friends and doing as we would be done by _n59 The short-

age of money produced a cry for banks in many places, and it 

is therefore very interesting to see Moses Myers• opinion on 

banks. 

56. Jan. 7, 1802, loc.cit.# p.379. 
57. To Wra. Smith, Jan • .t.4,1801 (?}, Lette1--book, III, p.388. 
58. April 2, 1801, lac.cit., p. 101. 
59. May l, 1801, loc.cit., p.131. 
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SORROWS AND TRAGEDIES 

The war years brought prosperity, but they 

were full of worry tor the American business man. This 

is seen clearly in a letter written by Samuel Myers (Moses' 

son} to his elder brother, John, in whioh he said: "I 

have long since made up my mind to pursue the profession 

of Law, & have been not a little prompted to this deter­

mination by the prest. deranged state ot mercantile ar-
1 

fairs ••• " 

Only a few years later, this same son, Samuel 
2 

stood accused ot the murder of Richard Bowden, of Norfolk. 

It happened this ways Bowden had an argument with Moses 

Myers and knocked him down. When Samuel learned of this, 
3 

he took a pistol and went out and shot Bowden. Apparently 

he got off scot free, but as late as 1820 there were still 
4 

people in Norfolk who called him a murderer. 

l. 

2. 
3. 

4. 

MS., April 101 18o8, in the Library of the College of 
William and Mary. 

Norfolk Gazette & Publick Led§er, May 27, 1811. 
Wiii. B. Street to John Myers, u!y 4, 1811, MS in the 

possession of the Myers family Of Norfolk. 
Diary of William Dunlap 1766-1833 •••• , II, pp. 518-519. 
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17 
this tor the modest sum of $904.83 per annum. One 

couldn't get rich on that salary, but at least it gave 

Moses M1ers something to take his mind otr his troubles. 

His troubles, however, were tar from over. 

Early in 1830, he resigned from the office ot Collector. 

Then on November 27, 18301 his beloved eon, John, passed 

away. Here 1s his obituary notice: 

Died -- On Saturday evening last, at half past 
s1x o'clock, after an illness of three weeks, 
John piyers, Esq. aged 42, eldest son of Moses 
Myers, Esq. late Collector or the port of Nor­
folk. On the reo?>ganization of the Junior 
Volunteers last Spring, he was though not then 
a member, elected to command that distinguished 
corps, or which -- the coincidence is somewhat 
striking -- he was Lieutenant 17 years ago, when 

· it was commanded by the lamented M'Connico, whose 
death has just been announoedJ and, with his com­
mander was taken from his station in the company, 
and appointed Aid-de-Camp to Brigadier Gen. Taylor, 
then commanding the State troops at thie post. 
They were much associated both in military and 
in death they have not been divided.18 

The cup or bitterness was presented to Noses• lips again 

and again, almost beyond the limit or human endurance. One 

wonders how he stood up under the weight ot all these sor­

rows heaped upon him in the short space of a few years, 

and what gave him solace and strength. 

A year later, his home was draped in black 

once again. His beloved daughter, Adeline, died. Here 

18. p. 3. 
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such a tragedy, but not so was it with Moses Myers. 

The death ot his son Frederick, spurred him on to new 

activity. Perhaps it was his fierce desire roriri.de­

pendence that made him go to Washington, to Join a lobby, 

only a month af'ter the tragedy. In Washington, however, 

the going was none too easy, and Moses Myers was soon 

attacked by no less a personage than Henry Clay. Mr. 

Clay's remarks smelled of religious bigotry, and this 

interesting correspondence ensued: 

Baltimore July 15, 1832. 

Dear Sir: You know that I am your triend, and 
therefore I write to you freely. Several ot 
the religious society to which I belong, myself 
included, feel both surprised and hurt · by the 
manner in which you introduce the expression 
"the Jew" in debate in the Senate of the United 
States, evidently applying it as a reproachful 
designation ot a man whom you considered ob­
noxious in character & conduct. 
I do not know the person you allude to, the 
term "the Jew" as used by you, is considered 
illiberal. If therefore you have no antipathy­
to the people ot that religious society-. I can 
readily- believe you will have no objection to 
explane to me by a line. what induced the 
expression. 

I am, With respect and esteem. 
Your Obt. St. 

S. Etting 

Hon. H. Clay-
United States Senate 1 wash1ngton22 

22. Walter Liebmann. "The Correspondence Between 
Solomon Etting and Henry Cla71 " PAJHS1 XVII 
(1909)1 p. 81. 
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in the pride and prime ot life -- had been 
stricken trom beside him, till he stood, like 
the rorest tree whose limbs have been nearly 
stripped by the tempest almost alone 1n the 
solitude ot age. We have said that he lost 
child after child -- but we can scarcely write 
even at this day, disconnected though we be 
in relationship, ot one -- a daughter -- on 
whom the father looked with becoming pride 
and enthusiastic affection -- one whose name, 
when grace and elegance, and the thousand vir­
tues which elevate and ennoble the female char­
acter were mentioned, came unbidden tor on the 
lips or all -- and whose sudden death cast a 
gloom over our community - even at this moment 
the image of the venerable father weeping at 
her grave is fresh before us. One of bis sons 
Who had Just attained the age ot manhood, and 
returning from a distant voyage, when within 
a tew hours• sail of his native place, breathed 
his last. Yet under all the•e severe afflictions, 
he bore up with great fortitude, and cheered by 
the sedulous attentions of hia surviving children, 
it was not beyond our expectations that he might 
yet live a few years longer. But it has been 
determined otherwise. 

Mr. Myers resided in this borough for up­
wards or fifty years, and was at one period more 
extensively engaged in commercial transactions 
than any other merchant south of the Potomac. 

The friends and acquaintances or the de­
ceased are invited to attend his tuneral from 
his late residence on Catherine Street, This 
Afternoon at 4 o'clock.26 

He was a Mason too, and his lodge gave him a funeral in 
27 

accordance With their best traditions. 

26. American Beacon, July 9, 1835. Since Moses Myers 
orily arrived in Norfolk in 1787, this notice is 
incorrect in stating that he had lived there for 
more than fifty years. 

27. Ibid. 
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APPENDIX 

The Will of Moses Myersl 

In the name of God, Amen. I, Moses Myers, 

or the Borough or Norfolk, and State or Virginia, being or 

sound and healthful mind and memory-blessed be almighty 

God for the same-do make and publish this my last Will in 

case of my death. 

Whereas by a codicil to the will of my late 

deceased friend Abram Touro or Medford in the state of 

Massachusetts he bequeathed to me a legacy of five thou• 

sand dollars to be placed in the hands or John Coffin 

Jones as trustee tor my use during tn1' life, the interest 

thereof to be paid to me, and at my death the principal 

is to be disposed of by me by Will. And whereas the em­

barrassed state of my affairs required that I should take 

measures to prevent the benevolent intentions or the tes­

tator towards my family from being frustrated by e:ar cir­

cumstances which might in my present pecuniary situation 

and the distribution of my resources for their support 

1. Norfolk County Will Book #51 p. 375, cited in full by 
Stern, Some Notes, Appendix:. 
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deprive them of the future aid ot my son Myer and Preder1ok, 

to whose aid they and myself have been chiefly indebted tor 

maintenance since the entire surrender or my effects. and 

being bona tide indebted to my said sons Myer and Frederick 

in a larger sum than the aforementioned bequest I considered 

myself conscientiously Justified in selecting them in pre­

ference to the other creditors, as well as in consideration 

of the motives and design of this legacy, as of the aid 

and support already received and thereafter to be received. 

I did convey by my deed bearing date on the eleventh day 

of November last, convey to ll1Y' said sons Myer and Prederiek 

in consideration of the sums or money due by me to them, 

all my right, title and interest, legal or equitable in 

the aforesaid legacy. 

But in the possibla event or any question aris­

ing at my death as to the validity of my said deed or as 

to the title vested 1n me by the terms of the Codicil to 

the will of DlJ' deceased tr1end 1 Abram Touro. I deem it 

proper to rort1fy the conveyance already so made by this 

last Will & Testament. I give and bequeath to my son Myer 

Myers the sum or three thousand five hundred dollars., tor 

and in consideration ot certain eums many of which I stand 

indebted to them whether tor debts contracted before tn3" 

tailure or tor monies since advanced b7 them tor the sup­

port of my family., the amount to be paid to them out or 

the aforesaid legacy or five thousand dollars to me be-
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