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PREFACE

The author of this paper feels he must ex-
press his debt of gratitude to the many scholars who
helped him and encouraged him in his work. He found the
'people who work in the field of history a generous breed
of men and women; always ready to lend a helping hand,
always willing to share information and data hard to
find., Some of them made available to the author the -
fruits of theilr own research; others helped him in the
laborious work of tracking down bits of informstion,
here and there, |

- Special mention must be made here of the
help given to the author, by Dr, R, C., McDanel, under
whose'diféction this thesis was written, Rabbli Malcolm H,
Stern, of Norfolk, Virginia, and Miss Mary Churchill Brown,
on the staff of the Public Library of Norfolk, Miss
Katherine Barton Myers very graciously made available
to the author the family papers in her possession.
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INTRODUCTION

We often feel that life to-day 18 difficult
and full of trouble. We sometimes wonder how we can
stand the strain of 1t all, It ls advisable, when such
2 mood comes upon us, to turn to the story of Americats
pioneers, those brave men and women who faced life with
such steadfastness that their example cannot fall to
inspire us. |

Moses Myers was a chlild of'the revolutionary
era., He lived in an age of world chaos, Hls eyes saw
the American Revolution, the Prench Revolution, the War
of 1812, and the Panic of 1819. During those upheavals
he both made and lost fortunes. He ralsed a large family
and lived through the sorrow of seeing them die, one after
another, In the last years of his 1life he was penniless,
but he remained indomitable to the end, That iz why his
life i1s worth studying; 1t 1s a story of courage and
faith,



HYAM KYERS

For a nuzber of years, & great controversy raged on,
in learned cirecles, over the question of heredity yersus en-
vironment. One school of psychology teught that men is en-
tirely the product of his environment, while the other made
the same clelm for heredity. As leate a&as 1924, J. B. Watson
could write: "Give me & dozen healthy infants, well-formed,
and my own Speéific world to bring them up ln and I'1l
guarantee to take anyone at random and trein him to become any
type speclalist I might select -~ doctor, lawyer, artist,
merchant-chief, end yes, even beggar-man and thief, regardless
of his talents; penchants, tendencies, abllities, vocatlons,
and race of his ancestors.tl

Today, however, & saner and calmer point of view
prevails. It is held that both heredity and environment ine
teract in the development of lmuman character. Heredlty deals
the cards; environment plays them. Now, since "the potential

l. J.B, Watson, Behaviorism, p.t2, quoted in Laplere and
Farnsworth, Social Psychology, pe.32.



range of the historlan 1s as wide as life 1tselfn® history,
without entering into the polemles of the matter, has always

been Interested in both of them, and so, in this study of
the life of MNoses Myers, 1t is not amiss to cast a backward
glance at the life of his father, Hyam Myers, the lmmigrant
who came to Amerlca and establlished & family that is flourish-
ing and rendering publie service even today.

In the 18th century, an ocean voyage across the
broad North Atlantlic from Europe to the Continental Colonies
was stlll a venture to be undertaken only by the brave. The

trip could take snywhere from four to eleven weeks,3 and the
ships of those days were far from being luxury liners. Yet,

despite all the difficulties, thousands of brave men and
women travelled thils turbulent ocean highway in thelr search
for religious liberty and economic opportunlity. One of those
who made thls venturegsome Journey was Hyam Myers, a natlve

of Amsterdsm, who settled in New Yorik.%
Some authorities believe that the name Myers is a

very anclent and honorable one glven to only the most dis-
tinguished familles, since the Hebrew word Myer means "a

bearer of light,® but others hold that the name ls derived
from & river in the Bishopric of sulzburgh and from a town

2. H.C. Hockett, Introduction to Research in American His-

togﬂ QXI
5. J.G.Fyle, The Christisn leaders of Puzlend in the

righteenth Century, p.74.
4, S.Oppenhelm, "The Jews and Masonry,* publications of the
smerican Jewish Historieal Soclety (PAJHS),
XIX (1910), p.73n. =~ '




in Iower Germany.5 Be that as it moy, 1t appeers that Hyam
¥yers hed 1lttle more than his name when he began his search
for fare and fortune, in the year 1730,

In his neesd, Hyem Yyers epplied to the gcheardith
Isroel Congregation of Hew York for the position of choelet
Ubodeck (Rituml sleughterer and Examiner). This post had
pald the previous lncumbent thirty-five pounds per snnum,>
not mich of & salary, but no worse than what most curates
were voceiving in those deys,’ end far better than the salary
#158/18/8 that Judah X¥onls recsived as ingtructor of Hebrew
at Harverd in 1750.° Yet, though Shoarith Isrsel was the
oldest and most prominent Jewlsh congregation in the coun-
try, 1t wes not beyond taking advantage of the lonely
baehelor.

Knowing, 8s congregetions wlll, that a bachelor
cen geb along with much less than a family men requires, it
offered him not the thirty-five pounds pop anmum recelved
by the previocus incumbent, tut only ten pounds por spmum the
tongues of 211 the snimals he might slsughter, the payment
of hls ferrisge across the river to the slmughterhouse, and
the ssals of his offlice, Hyam apperently hed no better ofler,
g0 he sccepted and the congregation m&gnanimausly "Regolved

5o H.Vexer, "Baturzlization Roll of Jews of New York,®
EAJHS, XXXVIL (1947), p.379,

6. "The Tarliest Ixitant ¥irmte Books of the Bpanlsh and Pore
turusse Congregation Shearlth Isreel in New York, 1758
1786, " PAJHS, REL (1913), p.60-6l.

70 Aella m?b@mill@t ﬁﬁ't WMOM on? 5 : ,_""“OIQ p‘gs’

Ea Lekie Friednman, ” Y _Amor] CH8y Peiline




at the same time that the Tsedakah (¢charity fund) shall pay
unto Jacob Hays for the support of his famlly £25 pr annum
being the Remmening (sic]) of what the former Sochet did re-

ceive.“9 .
smell was hls salary but blg was hls soul. He was

a man of character and integrity and he showed 1t at every
step. Wwhen the High Hollidays came around Hyem did not plead
poverty but paid a high pew rent of fifteen shillings, even

as the most established buslnessman might have done.lo such

conduct as this found favor in the eyes of the congregation,
and so, when hls year of service was up shearith Israel

raised his pay to twenty-flve pounds pgg,ggggm.ll

Hyem found favor in other eyes too, and so 1t came
about that some two months after his salery was ralsed he
married Iiss Rachel Louzada; ¥, Selxas and BenJjJamin Perreyra

were the witnesses.lz The young lady'!s father, lioses Louzada,
had died intestate in 1750,15 leaving his entlre estate tied

9, PAJHS, XXI (1912), p.6l
100 Ibid.o’ p.ﬁs.
1l lhj_.g,o', poﬁ‘@o Dr. J.R. M¥arcus, in Earl& American JEewIy
the Jewg of New York New England and Canada 10649~
1794, says “ilyers began at the bottom, the very bottom.
But he was not so poor that he could not afford to
marry the following year. Hls Job as ghohet pald him
£10 8 year...." This overlooks the ralse in salary and
the dowery thet made the marriage possible,
12, ™"Miscelleneous Items Relating to Jews in New York,*
. PAJHS, XXVII (1920), p.150,
13, "Early Jews in liddlesex County, New Jersey," PAJHS,
. XXXIII (1934), p.252.




up to an izboelle san, but noveritheless he had apparontly
hed the fercsight to lemve hig doughtenfs dowsry in the clenr,
for e £find that Bachel Louzoda brought tiyoam yors & docery
i one hmmired pounds in Yew Yor: currcncy‘14

Only one thing rore wbs neoded to £111 fHvam Iyers!
eayn to overfloning « children, end poosn he was blessed with
that gift oo, a the hrble fnzigrant rose in the new
world o 8 Jife of dipnity and honoy, Tt onc cannot live on
honer slong. Twen efter his salery hed deen rolped 4t wos
gt11) quite lows, low sgolarlos wore the rule ln coloninl doys
for all minigters and ell the supplemonts that nore rosoyted
to mere otlll Lnefequaies In Sondwich, tho person §ob & porb
ef every whele thet came aghore; in ﬁ@ﬁbury. the Lirst salson
eaughit in the wolr belonged to the parson; in Plyrouth the
minizter was plloved fres pBaturage for his horso at the
turisl sround, and hed to e told, "Plebge do not bring oo
mony horses, 8s the heed ghones at Plymouth huarisl ground
gro gotting badly injured.™® Other gentlemen of the cloth
hed to find o4d jobs to ew cubt & living, il o PLrson
rveritt of fandwmich esrnef an ¢xtra thres dollars o yosy

for cleaning his chur rehoie

Hvam Yyers, after serving the congregatlion for
pine yanrs, wos repdy to try his Inelk st semething else in

14, ESy  hpeyloen %ﬁw¢4n Historicsl Coclebty 1ibrery, 2040,

¢  Aslle Cmy, urha pinleterts saloyy in c:alr:fx:i 11 Tigya gmd
L&t&r, The Homiletio 2 irsun.., IZaxas Cnly e
Dogenbory 1985)s pedde

1o Ihidsy pesQe
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the hops of bettering himself. On Jamuary 15, 1750, he was
17

18

naturallzed,” snd that year he gave up his Job with the

congregation,
For better or for worse, Hyam Kyers was now & mer-

chant. To become a merchant seems to have been the idesal

and goal of the immigrant in those days. The immigrant was

willing to start at the bottom if by so doing he might ultie-

mately have & chance of getting to the tops Still, business

in those days carrled no guerantee of success with it. If

there was money to be made in the Indian trade in those days,

it must not be forgotten that there was danger in it too,

for the Indian could be, at times, an ugly customer., In

time, Hyam discovered that the 1life of a colonial merchant

was not an easy one.

| The conquest of Quebec in 1759 seemed to many

Arerican merchants to open up & great new market for their

wares. Among those who recognized the potentlalities of

that trade was Hyam Myers. Soon he was so deeply in it that

he had to go to Montreal and Quebec, desplte the fact that

this meant leaving his family for long periods of time. sStill

he would always get back to his home when 1t was lmportant

for him to be there. Thus in 1762, when his son Jacob was

17. L.Huhner, "Naturslization of Jews in New York under the
Act of 1740", PAJHS, XLII (1905), p.6 |
18, HMarcus, Oggc.it-g poleQ '



born, Hyom vwas at home walting for the event mmd for the

clreareision whiech toolkk place on July ﬁcm

That seme year, Hyam sent a gift of one hundroed
poards of wax o the nowly establishied synagosua ad Heapord,
Rhode :;zsl&m.gl Hyam though heo had hecore 8 business pon hod
lost none of his pletys, Another Xkind of man night heve boen
content to leave his faxlly in jlew York shile tranasoling
business ia dontreal, but not idyam Wers, and go we Lfind hin
moving bls femily to Cenede in 1703.52 He engoged in tho Ine
dlan trade btut all did not go nell,

Hyam now doveloped some novel ideas on how $O roe
coup himgell for his losses in the Indlen tredes He thought
that since ho hed lost monay on the Indlons, he would moke
maney oat of the Indlans, so he spborked Loy Durops, and
taol with him teo Lohewk Indlong, Sychnects and Trosophrogh,
apporantly interding to usg thom for a spide z:::acma%

| Ha had, honover, ‘neglected to obtaln a PLONEr COYw
tifiente from Slr willism Johnson to permli hilm 4o toiw the
Islansg $o Turope., An oculstonding Jowish genbtlestn, Soonson
Simoon, tried to help him out, and nrote a lat'i;@r on his
behelf to %illiam Derlingbon asicing that wortiy to apply to

13, Napcug, O A
Bile ?4&3’ il g AaVii 194-4‘9)} nll‘jwﬂ
file lLOpous, m; DR

28 ?‘w&f Dekinre
ZBe Rele rﬁya ccrmu b




Johnson for such & permit.24

Unfortunately thls letter was destroyed, and only
these few facts ére avallable about it. The letter wes
written on February 27. 1764, when Hyam and his Mohawks were
alrecady at sea.85 Had Hysm spoken or written directly to
Johnson before he sailed away, he would have stood & better
chance of success. Not having done so, he was in & bad
positlon when questions arose. _

The storm took some time before breaking over his
head, but trouble arose when the following advertisement was
printed:

To the Publiec: There ls to be seen at the Sun
Tavern, facing York-RBulldings, in the Strand,
Two Indian warrlors of the Mohawk Nation; the
one 1s a Brother of the noted Capt. Jacobs, a
famous Warrior....The above are personally
known by many Gentlemen, Officers now in Town.
They wear thelr Country Dress, wlth Belts of
wWampum; likewise Tomshawks, Scalping-Knives,
Bows, Arrowms, and other Things too tedlous

to be mentioned. To be seen from Ten in the
¥orning till six in the Svening. Each Person
to pay One. ghilling. 26

‘The day after this announcement appeared, proceedings were
brought before the House of Lords, and the following day,
the Lords were informed that "John Schuppe, who keeps the
| sun~-tavern in the Strand, wheie the two Indians are shown,

and Hyam Myers, were attending without, pursuant to their

25 * I 53:3 .

26+ C. T Foreman, Indians Abrogd 1493-1938, p. 83 quoting
The Gazetteer and Dally Advertiser, March 4, 1765.

-8 -



27
lordghips! order.®
After this the newspapers gave this matlex

thelr fullest attention., letters from distent places began
to arrive and to 111 out the pleture. One such letter
stated that

A Jew having trapanned into this country two
Americans, uncie and nephew, ol & natlon bor
dering on rennsylvanla, took it into his head
to make a ghow of them. He exposed the nephew
here, and the uncle at Amsterdam: tut two per-
sons ol the first rank in this couniry, flred
with indignation at seelng two foreigners kept
for publlec shew, who were born free, tho' savages,
cansed them to bs get at llberty; and sir Joseph
Yorke, the British Ambassador, provided them with
necessaries for passage %0 lLondon, from whence
they will be conducted to thelr own country.
Before thelr departure they were Antraduced
to & ball, where, on request, they set up a war-
vhoop used among thelr own people. Ais they conld
speaik & littla English, we had the curlosity to
kmow what they thought of the Turonpean ladles;
and they franikly declared they gnve preference
to the women of thelr omn comntry.2

Apparently, these very interested bystonders felt that

- meling a war-whoop &t a ball wasn't quite the same thing
as making it at some tsvern ot a‘ charge of one shlilling
for every gpsctator. Apparontly the quesilon shout the

Indians' preferences in women, was not due to any desire
to pry; at least that's tho newspaper's attitude.

£7. Ibid., quoting nmared sourocs. :
%EI&., pp.83-4, quotlng Tho Cazeiiser and New Deily

Avartiger, ¥arch 8, 1720, »printed also 1n “he

ponngylvanla Gazebte, June 20, 1765. -

w O -



In the House of Lords matters went & little
better for Hyam. Scluppe, the tavern keeper, had this to
say:

The said Hyam Myers hired a room of him eight
days, in order to shew two Indlan Warriors he
had dbrought from America; that they had been
shewn there for elght days, at 1ls. each person;

that they have thelr meals regularly, and drink
nothing stronger than small beer.29

When Hyam told his side of the story, he
claimed that the whole idea had come from the Indians and
not from him. He had been about to set sall from New York
when these two Mohawks met him and asked him to take them
"td England to see their father; but having no money to
éay thelr passage, he first consulted his friends about it,
who advised him to bring them over, as he mlght reimburse

himself the expense of thelr passage by shewing them."30

So Hyam took them with him. When they landed in Bristol,
Hyam left the Indians in charge of an interpreter while

he went on to London, btut the interpreter, durlng Hyam's
absence; took one of the Indlans to Amsterdam and sold him

there;sl

vhen Hyam discovered this, he took the remain-
ing Indian with him to Amsterdam and tried to get the other
one back, *but, notwithstending all his endeavors, he could
not get im again, being cast in a cause which he insti-

29, Ibid., quoting unnamed source.
30. 1bid.
31. Ipbid.

S—————
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58
tuted there for that purpoze.” Findirg no other say out,

he want t¢ The Hopue whore he spplled to Sir Joseph Yorke
for help, with such powerful inteyventlon, he at Jagh pot
his Indien back again.
Byms told thas Loxds that Sir Joseph
»ss deslred him to caryry them boek to thelir
oy ccuntyy, by wey of inglend, ... that he
accordingly brought them 2 ¥ngland, tut being
distyressod for money he hed ghewn them in ope
der to relrburse himselfl the expense he hed
already beon &b and else to eneble him to cerry
them back o thelr own elhuntry.33
Hot long after tids thd newspapers reporied:
& bill has pagsed the House of Lovds; to nre-
vont ony free Indlen, under his lajesbyls
Protoction, from being esrried by sea from
sny of nls Majleaty's Colonles in Americs, .,
without & propey Iicensoe for that Purpose,=é |
Thls brought the matier to an end end Hyam probadly suge
toined considersble losses in thls enterprize.
This act of lyom's has been gpolen of as -
[*
“the dastardly exploitation of the two Mohewk Irndiens.®
mme fells %o see why thds ghould be go considered, The
Infdiansg, acceording to the testimony of the tavemn keeper,
htd been wmall treated. They hoflot't woried 00 haxd elther.
Their hours of lebor, Lrom ten in the morning to six ab
night, would be congidercd pood even Ly mofern untan losd-

ers, Thoy hed seen furope, and on thelr return to thelr

gb&& ¢ uoting wnnomad souree,
oo,
I6id., quoting The Inswleh Jourmel, 2ol 6, 1765
32955-(9 s &5

{9
-

&6
s e a
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-
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own people they would be famous. Besldes all this, Hyam
had broken no law.
while it 1s tme that " ... law may be de-
fined as the ethical minimuy"°® we have no right to say
that a man who abldes by that minimum is gullty of "das-
tardly exploltatlon." We would be & very happy people if
everyone observed the law even though that would mean that
they were only observing the ethical minimum. Hyam was a
chlld &f this generation, living by its moral code, and
edhering to its standerds. Had there been & law on the
subject he would have honored it; since there was no law,
he had felt free to act in the way that he did.
Hyam returned home to meet other problems.

The years went by, bringing Joys and sorrows. MNrs. Myers
found glving birth a terrible ordeal. On one such occa-
sion she nearly lost her life, and Hyam, in his honest
way, felt compelled to put the whole story in the news-
paper:

To the Publlc: ,

thereas 1t has been Industrially reported,

by some ill-minded persons, that Mrs. Su-

senna Furth of Quebec, mid-wife, was blame-

able and unskilful in her profession, es-

peclally in laying the wife of me the sub-

scriber, whereby the chlld was dead born:

This 1s therefore to mcquaint the public

that when the sald krs. Furth found that
my wife had not her labouring pains &s

36. W. M. Urban, Fundamentals of Ethics an Introduction
to ¥oral Philosophy, p. =4,

um—



usuel, she desired the assistance of &
doctor, and in every other respect behaved
haerself as a skilful person, and gave great
satisfaction to every one present; nor wasg
the least blamable, but on the contrary
it is verily belleved that she wes the
means of saving the life of the mother,

And I do declare that on any llke
occasion I would employ her again and re-
comend her to my friends.

~ quebec, 10th December, 1767.37
One wmonders how lMrs. Myers felt sbout this alring in the
press the full details of her misfortune, but for Hyam

Hyam Myers.

there was no other way.

¥hen the American Revolutlon broke out, Hyam
got into trouble. ¥hen he was asked to fight against the
Americans, he refused because hls sympathles were with the
rebelling colonles. Naturally, Colonel Mclean, the com-
mandant, ordered hls arrest. After that, the Canadien
air no longer sulted Hyam, so he set out on a voyage to
England.

thile in England, he was of great service
to his Cansdlian co-religionists. There was a great short-
age of clergymen in Canada in those déys, and those that
were there were often a disgrace. A report on the Church
of Englend at Quebec and Montreal, in those days, glves
this sad information: %At Quebec, the only clergyman is

37. XMarcus, op. cit., p. 223, quoting the Quebec Cazette,
Decenber I7; IT67.

38+ Le M. Fricdman, Early American Jews, p. 17.
- 13 -




a very old swede, who cannot speak a word of plain Ing-
iish. At bontreal the case 1s the sams. At Three Rivers
the situation may be callod shemeful ..o The Jows of
canada 4idn't want this kind of & clergyman, so Hyeam,

vho had once bheen & ¢lergyman, wags the idesal person to
look the field over for thenm, and to find them a sgiﬁ.mal
leaders Soon

.se 8n agreement was entered into on Febmary
13, 1778, between Hysm lyors, on behalf of the
Jewg in Canada, and Reverend Jacob Rapheel
Cohen who undertook to act in the capaclity of
tchochet, Hazan, Teecher and Reader? for the
Jewg of Montreal.40

Thus Hyem was responsible for the hiring of Cansda's first
Jewlsh Kinlster.

(n the return trip, desplte the plous axiom
that those who travel in 8 good emuse will never suffer
eny dameges, Hyam mas csptured and held as a prisoner of
war by an American privateer, This didn't plesse hinm at
8ll, and he filed & petition to the "Honorable Counell :of
the State of Yessachusetts Bay® on July 13, 1778, saying:

That Hyam ¥yers is a merchant and broker

in cuebee, of good cheracter and Iriendly
to the csuse of Liberty, having & son, an
officer in the American mrmy, and he him-
self was imprisoned by Col. licfean at Que~

Hay. ﬂ  _ | LDEE ’ 3 _Pranay & :
quoting Heno nacdd sl chilvegy .
40,. Ibid,




bec at the breaking out of these troubles,
because he refused to bear arms against
the Americans, the sd Myers was taken prisg-
oner in the Gulph of St. lawrence, the
Harle Privateer of Salem and arrived
thisg day. Wherefore your pstltioner prays
that he may be sdmltted wupon hls parole

and not be confined on bBoard the Guard
s.hip P 41

I{vam's petition was successful. He " ... was placed at
liberty on conditizon that he would remain within the town
limits of salem."

When the war was over, many Canadians hoped
that they too would benefit from the victory of the Unlted
States over Britain, in that théd colonial sdministrators
would now understend that overseas pogsessions must be
glven liberty and freedom in order to keep them happy, but
those hopes were not reeallzed. On November 24, 1784, Hyam
Joined a number of "British freeholders, merchants end
treders in the Province of Quebec on behalf of themselves
and others” in a petition asl%xég the King for iiberal re=-
forms end for a constitution. - Nothing came of it, how-
ever, for the day of such reforms was still 8 long way off
in Cansda.

41; Friedmen, op. cit., p. 17, quoting Massechusetts

- bArchives, bK. 168, p. 444.

A2, Ibid,. .

A3, Sack, op. cit., p. 66, quoting Public Archiveg of
Ceneda, Serleg Q, vol., 24-1, p. 1.

- 15 -



Hyam then declded thet Caneda was not for him.
Back to New York he went with his family, early in 1786,44
back to the surroundings with which he was so familiar. It
is doubtful whether he brought mich money with him back to
New York, but &s the years went by he must have done falrly
well since we find that in 1795 he contributed B2 amdv 8

_ 45
shillings to the collection made by hls synagogue.

44, ¥arcus, Ope. Ci‘tog I, Pe 280.
45, “"Items ‘ReEa’Eing to Congregation shearith Isrsel, New
York," PAJHS, XXVIT (1920}, p. 584

- 16 -



EARLY YEARS

1
Moses Kyers was born in the year 1752,

1

Fo A. Virkas, The Abrideed Commendium of American Cene=~

O1lOEY eeves pe. 215, gives the year of his birth as
1764. §8b§1 N. He Sgern, hgﬁ, (intthe a%thor's
possession), Some Notes on the History of }oses
Ivers, of Norfolk, p. 1, s8ys that the year of his
birch was 1765. On the other hend, separate obituary
notices in the Norfolk American Beacon, July 9, 1835,
and in The Richmond whig & Public Advertliser, July 14,
1835, state that hioses Kyers was elghty-three years
old when he died; so he must have been born in 1752.
Soma, however, may questlion the reliabllity of such
newspaper material, as was done in this letter in

The Natlon, XCV, July 11, 1912:

To The Editor Of The Natlon:

8lr: Everyone is familiar with the extensive use
of newspapers made by the most recent school of
higtorians especlally in dealing with American
history. « # %

Hevertheless ... 1t is interesting to turmn to
e passage in which Jefferson (Works, Ford, IX,
73) -~ doubtless generalizing too freely as he
wes somewhat inclined to do -- brands the
yellow journalism of his day in terms which
would hardly be thought too severe ... at
present:

Nothing can now be bellieved which is seen in

a newspaper. Truth ltself becomes susplclous
by being put into that polluted vehicle. The
real extent of this state of misinformation is




He lived ig New York until 1763 when his family moved

to Quebec., This move gave him an opportunity to learmn
the French language in edditlion to his native English.
It is possible, too, that he knew the Dutch language,
h;s father's native tongue, and this would go a long
way in explaining the facility with which he later moved
in Amsterdam and gt. Eustatia clrecless

known only to those who are in sltuations
to confront facts within thelr knowledge
with the lies of the day. I really look with
a great deal of commlseration over the great
body of my fellow-cltizens, who, reading newse
paperg, llve and die in the bellef that they
have known domething of what has been passing
in the world in their time, whereas the ac-
counts they have been reed in the newspapers
are just as true a history of any other period
of the world as of the present, except that
the real names of the day are affixed to their
fables. General facts may indeed be collected
from them, such as that Furope is now at war,
that Bonaparte has been a successful warrior,
that he has subjected a great portion of
Europe to his will etc., etc.; but no detalls
caen be relied on. I will add that the men who
never looks into a newspaper is better in-
formed than he who reads them; inasmch as he
who Inows nothing is nearer to truth than he
whose mind 1s fllled with falsehoods and errors.
This was written in 1807. Have we lmproved or
derogated in & hundred years?

Gemaliel Bradford, Jr.
wellegley Hills, Mass., July 5.

In view of the fact that Jefferson suffered consid-
erebly from the press of hig day, we can hardly ace
cept his conelusions about it as valid.

HAR }53-1'@15' OD» Cit., De 223,
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Littlg is known about his early years, at the present
time. According to his father's testimony he was an of-

ficer in thi American army during at least part of the

revolution. It appears that he enlisted on April 23,
1775, and was & member of Captain Joel Pratt's Company
in the Second Battallon of New York under the command
of Colonel Peter Yates. His name appesars on the company
mxgter roll from June 28 to Qctober 13, 1775, with the
remark that he was slek in the hospltal. |

His name also appears on a list under the
following heading:

%e the subscribers belng well convinced of
the absolute necesslity of ralsing a suffici-
ent Body of Provinclal Forces, for the Defence
of the Constitutlion and the preservation of
our Just Rights and Iiberties when the sanme
are in most eminent Danger of belng lnvaded,
have therefore voluntarily inllisted in the
Provinclal service under Captn Joel Pratt,
Lieuts Benja Chittenden & Israel SpenCET <o
and we o llkewlge severally promise not to
go from or qult the sald Servlice untill we
are discharged from the same by the Conti-
nental Congress or the Provineial Congress
of this Colony or by the CGeneral Committee
of the Clty and County of Albany.6

3« Je R. Marcus, Larly Smerican Jewry the Jews of Penn-
sylvenia and the gouth 1655-1790, II, pp. 192-193,
omits all mention of his early year.

4- Friedman, oOp. Citu, De 17.

5. ¥S., Netional Archives 01d Records Section, Adjutant
General's 0fflce.

6. Ibido




This patriotic statement was signed on June 5, 1775,
tat 1t didntt mean all that 1t sald. It concluded with
these vords: "HeBe Those Articles are horeby understood
to be in gorc@ for no longer then the last Day of Deer,
ensulng.” This then was no enlistment for the duratlon.
4s time went by it became evident to Moges
iycrs that he could be of greater service to the Amerlican
arsy by leaving 1t and golng out to find for it the mili-
tary supplies it needed. In those days what Ameyiea neoded
was gan powder and the tools of war. Right from the begin-
ning of the war the ilsland of 5%, Zustatia became & groab
ﬁup@lw‘base.ﬁ Hore the arms and tho ammunltlion so badly
needed conld be obtained., Kr. Isaze Van Dam, a Jewlgh
gantleman,g vas the princlpal agent in this buﬁinﬁﬁﬂolo
Lardon heard disturbing things ebout Van Dam's activities.
0m onoe oceasion he had sent 4,000 pounds of gunpowder to
North Carolina; on snother, he sent 52,000 sterling to
France to purchase arms for the Amerlicans. On one occg-
slon & vessel was sald to have carried 49,000 pounds of

ganpowder to the Americans-ll

70 rbif}.
Eo e ‘“:H lﬂl‘-, and_th -
Lion (Jﬁﬂnﬁ xiOplﬁ.ns E}nive"siuy

and Politieal Sclence, XXIX, He. GDs
Q. Harcis, Ode ciﬁ., l’4§ 103,

10 Edler 0 » Ds
1. Ibid. 202 L%
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laryland had an agent at St. Lustatla as
early as March 1’2’76.lg Other states did plenty of busi-~
ness there too and so 1t was reported that in 1779 over
12,000 nogsheads of tobacco and 1,500,000 ocunces of indigo
were exchanged at st. Fustatia for naval supplies and
other necessities from Europe.m

These actlvitles at sSt. Eustatla attracted
Yoses Myers to that place. Together with samel LMyers
he formed & company known &s Samuel and lMoses Hyers,
with offices at st. Bustatia and Amsterdem. Samuel and
loses liyers were not relatives.‘lé They also joined forces
wlth Isaac Hoses In Phliladelphia to form the business
houge of Isaac Moses and Company. "Isasc KHoses & Come -
pany, the America.h branch of the European house of
gamiel & Eoses ¥yers, was probably the largest Jewlgh
mercantile businggs in the colonies during the deys of
the Revolutlon.®

_ This partner, Isaac Moses, was & very dis-

tinguished gentleman. During a very critlcal period in
the Revolution he contributed his bondlgor £3,000 so that

supplies could be gotten for the army; the total sub-

12, Edler, op cit., pe 57
13 Ibido' Pe 52.
l4. ¥Brcus, Early American Jewry, II, p. 193, but william
Vincent Byars, in B. & M. Gratz, Merchents in Phils-
delphia 1754-1798 e¢+e.., p. 66, calls them brothers.
15, Mercus, op. cit., II, Pe 192.
16. "ItemsRe?[aEEg to the Moses and Ievy Famllies, New
- York," PAJHS, XXVII (1920)' Prp. 331=2.
- 2] -




seriptlion was 260,000, In 1775 he and hls partners
ralsed 520,000 in specie and were generous enough to ac-
cept Centinental paper for 15730 that the armmy would be
able to heve what 1t needed. Thus 1t would seem that
lioses Myers wes ln partnershlip wlth an outstanding mexr-
chent and patriot. |

It wag at this period that Moses Myers had
considerable dealings with Sllag Deane, the agent of the
Continental Congress o France. gllas Deane had goods
shipped to gt. Bustatla as late as September 27, 1780.185
¥oses ¥vers was in France in 1780 but as 111l fortune would
have it in 1781 he was back in St. Eustatia.leb

How Britain had declded by thils time that st.
magtatia had been teo‘long a thorn in her side., The |
British ambassador to Holland, Sir Joscph Yorie, had ad-
vised that the capture of this island would also be an
effective way of brea%tng'up the trade that {lourished be-
tveen ingterdam and the Americans.lg

The blow et at. Bustetia came speedily. On
Febrggry 3, 1781,the lslsnd was occupled by Admiral Rod-

neye He captured some two thousand Amerlcan merchants

17. ¥=rcus, Larly Anmerican Jewry, I, pe 99.

1830 Byars, Bo &3 Eﬂo Gl‘&tz, po 660

18k MS., Fapers oi ths Continental congress, Nos 46,
follo 375.

19, Edler, op. cit., p. 181l
20, Edler: ODs cit., Do 182,

~"22-



pAR
and seamen there. He stayed arowsl cleaning up every-

thing for he was determined that tthat Nest of Vipers,
walch hed pgeéyed on the Vitals of Great Britein be
destroyed.”

Rodney gave cxiers of unusual ggverity. All
Americans were ordered to leave the island. His treat-

rent of prisoners was brutal as 1s shown by this letter
from a captured sea-captain. |

I was taken on the 16th day of Febmeary, 1781,
in the ship General Nash from North Carolina,
by sir George Rodney's fleet then at st. ZTus-
tatius, I was conveyed aboard the sandwich be-
fore Sir George on the morning of the 17th, he
asked me several questions respecting the af-
fairs in America, which I answered to the best
of my knowledge, but the answers not being a&s
he could wigh, though true, he immediately be-
Zan to abuse me in these and the like expres-
sions, God damn you, you rebellious scoundrel,
&e¢. then away wlith him end put him in irons, at
that insteant push'd me down with common gailors
on the main deck, and had nothing to eat for
three days, when I got (together) wlth the stew-
ard of the ship, and received two thirds as
mich provision as one sallor.24

vhen 1t was suggested to Rodney that English-
men who had glven thelr parole to Americans be exchanged

21. Ibid .0

22, Ibid., p. 184, quoting from a letter by Rodney to
T General Cunningham, Governor of Barbados,
February 17, 1781+

23, Ibide.

24. The penngylvania Packet or the e Ceneral gdvertiseg,
June 15, 1782, quoting from a printed letter by
Daniel Deshon of New lLondon commander of the ship
General Hash, in the Continental Journal (Bostan),
¥ey 30, 1782+
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for hls American prisoners-of-war, he answered the speaker
that " ... as to his parcle he might wipe hisg a-Ségith 1t,
who tﬁe devil gave rebels & right to perole men.® When.
Rodney's prisoners arrived in England condltianskfor a
while were even worse:

When we errived at Portsmouth we were shifted

to a place much more dlsagreeable, 1t was on

board a tender where was ninety more unfortun-

ates, we were thrust down in & room 15 feet

square, and no other alr but what came down

through & scuttle one foot and & half square

with grates over it so thick you scarce could

get your hand through -- in one comer of this

room stood & tub to do our business in, that

and the breath of so many men rendered it far

worse than any description I am capable of

glving; in this place we remained four days,

and I am convinced we could not have gurvived
a8 many more ... 26

Severe a3 he was to these men, he was even more terrible
to the Jews whom he found at St. HBustatla, and Moses
lyers had the misfortune to be there at that time.

Moses Myers suffered ag a Jew and as a patriot;
later & bit of the story was told to Congress by a writer
who sald that Moses Myers * ... sufferings in St. Tustatia
in Person & Property on Acéount of hig Attachment to his
Country I hopgiwill entitle hin to the recommendation of

Congress <"

2‘\5 * Ibid * .

26 - -

27, 1Isaac Moses to Thomas MLE{lin, President of Congress,
New York, March 10, 1784, in Papers of the Conti-
nental Congress, lice 46, folios 370 810 910




Just what heppened to the Jews of St. Tugtatia
is best indicated by the touching petition they sent to
thelr conquerors, Admiral Rodney and Ceneral Vaughen:

¥oy 1t please your Ixecellenclss, To perdit

us, in the name exnd on the behelf of curselves
and others of the Hebrew nation, residents in
the island of gaint Dustating, humbly to ap-
proach your excellencles, asnd with heartfelt
angulsh, to lay cur gricvances befors you and
gay: thet it was with the utmost congern amd
sstonighment, we have already, not only re-
ceived your execellencies affllcting order and
santence, to give up the keys to our stores
with an inventory thereof, snd of our house-
hold plate end furniture, ard to hold our-
selves in reediness to depart this island,
lgnorent of cur destination, and Jeaving our
beloved wives and helpless children bel us,
and our property and effects liable to pelzure
end confiscation; but also find, that thase
orders ere for the mejor part carried into exe-
cution, & nurber of ocur brsthren having, on
Tuesdey the thirteenth lnstent, been sent on
board & ship, and have not gince been heard of.
Such unexpected orders as theege from British
commanders, whogse principal characteristic 1s
"rorey and humanity,* have not only been pro-
ductive of the most melancholy scencs of dlg~
tress and confuglon, that ever Briblsh eyesg
beheld under the fatal consequences of & rigid
war, but numbors of familles are now helpless,
discongolats, and in an absolute state of indi-
genos and dagpelr,

Unconseloug of deserving so gevers a treat-
ment, we flatier curselves that your excellenw
elas will be pleesed to hear this cur humble
petition, end not involve in one complicated
scene of digtress and misery, our helpless
woren end imnocent babes; confidently relying
upcn, and samestly hoping that, through your
excellencies justics ond !m’mani{:y, wie gh nat
gupplicete in vain. '
It is the peculizr henplnsss of those who live
under & British comstitution, to be indulged
wlth thelr own sentiments in matters of re~
ligion, when thesse principles of religlon are



not Incoumpatidble with, or subversivs of

the congtitution in chureh or state; and

it is the peculder happiness of the Hebrew
netion to sey, that thelr religlon teachas
peiice and obedience to the goversment wder
whlch they live: and when c¢lvll dlssentions
have threatened to subvert the constitution,
the Hebrew nation have ever pressywed & place-
ful demeanour, with tme loyalty to the ing,
end & flrm end stesdy attachment to the law
and constitution.

For what reason, oy f{rom what motive we are

to be bhanlghed thls island, we are at & loss
to aceount. -- If any emong us heve commltted
a crime for which they are punlshable, we
hwzbly beg those crimes msy be pointed out,
and that such persons may be purpged from among
us,. -~ But if nothing can be alledped agolnst
ug but the religlon of our forelethers, we
hopa that w11l not be considered & orime; or
that & religion, which presches pancs amd
reeomend g ob@&lence to government, should
point out its mectaries as objects of your
excellencies rigour, and merit exclusion

from a ¥ritish igland, by the express orers
of British commanders. 4 moment's reflection
mist discountenence the ides, and leave usg

in perfect confidence of your excellencies
favourable snswer. .

rermit us then to assure your excallencles,
thet we ever have, and gtill are willing,

to glve every consclentlous testinmony o
obedience to government; snd thosse of us in
perticular, who elaim %o be natural-bomm
gubjects of Great Britaln, most humbly in-
treat your excellencles to order us befors
you, or before such person or persons &8s

your excellencles shall please to aggcjm;,
there to prove ocur loyaliy and flde 'y
and to repeat and take ocur ocaths of allcgl-
BNCE .

¥ay the God of s&ll meyreies lncline your
hearts to llsten %o the prayers and suppli-
cations of your potltioners, end in this
confidence, we humbly subili ourselves to
your excellencles determination, hoping
that you will paxdon us for the intrusion
of thlis address; and thet through your ex-
cellencies lenlbty and humonity, your excel-
lencies will be plessed to grant us such
favourable terms, as you in your judgront



end wisdom shall thlnk most sdvantageous to
his majesty's interest, end the honour and
glory of his successful axms.

And your petitioners, as in duty bound,

. will ever pray, &c. 28

saint EBustatiusg, February 16, 1781.

Thelr excellencles, however, were not interested in doing
Justlce, but in feathering their own nests.

Amsterdam suffered enormous losses when St.
Zugtatia wag captured, and Amsterdam's loss was Rodney's
gain.® Britain, on her side, expected grand resulte from
this conquest, and a newspaper sald that

As the New Imglend provinces were principally
supplied with provisions from St. Zustatia

{(not raising any quantity themselves) by the
capture of the said lsland of gt. Bustatia,

the New England provinces will be oblliged to
return to thelr elleglance to avoid stairving,.90

In Parliament, Burke ralsed the question as
to what right Rodney hed to selze and confiscate private
property at st. Tustatia, but this debate did little for
the people who had been dlspossesseﬂ.ZI How Hoses HKyers
stood up to all this maltreatment 1s not known. Nelther
is it known how he got back to the Unlted states, but
by 1782 he was back in Philadelphia, and despite hls

28, ﬁu_mu_a;l_ﬂ%&ster se.s for the Year 1781, pp. 308-10.

29, Edler, ope. clt., Pe 186, v

30, Penggylvgﬁia racket, February 21, 1782, quoting from
the Morning post (London), October 27, 1781.

31. The pParlismentory History of Fnglend, AXLI (1781~
1782), p. 223,




Linsncial problemy, gove £23,.103. ggmms the mllding
of the nouw synagogue in that city.

Diffienlt doys now cbme upoen Hoges lyors.
Aside from his losses In gt Dustatis, troable wes nom
breving in €he Undlted stateg. From 1783 4o 1789 m.me
vas & {inoneisl ecollspse in the c‘mmtmaw In sach
deys 1t wes Aiffioult to do new business end to colleet
oll debtg, o what could he do shen enlled upon to pay
hig debty? Thore wag nothing he could dos The Lirm
of samuel & Moses Myers of St. Dustotls end Amstordem
was banicraph.

32, "Items Relafing ©o Jews in PhilaCelphia,” PAJIS,
AXVII (1920), pe 408

3. s Be mﬁu?ﬁﬂgg %ﬂ%cﬂ.&l }&?'ﬁﬁm ol the Tdted Ghntog,
PPs S50mG0e
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BANKRUPTCY

The end of the war brought with it many
problems. What was to be done with the vast fleet of
privateers that had salled the seas and been a scourge
to British shipping? These ships were too large for the
ordinary commerclal ventures of former days, They had
been bullt for speed and equipped to fight enemy vessels.
"How were the men who had scoured the seas in hot pursuit
of valuable cargoes to beyreconciled to peddling codfish
in Spain and collecting molasses and sugar in the West
Indies?"l

The trouble, however, was infinitely worse,
The sailors had to be reconciled to unemployment, There
was an abundance of ships, but with it went a scarcity of
trade. As things went from bad to worse, a depression
developed in the coastwlse towns and this in turn brought

depresslon to the farmers who began to cry out "for the

1, J. D. Phillips, Salem and the Indles the Story of the
Great Commercial Era of the Cilty, p. 31,
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usual quack remedies of Inflated currency, reduction of
debts, and control of prices."2 .

To help the merchants, John Jay set out on a
mission to secure 8s good a commercial treaty as he could
possibly get, but since he didn't have much to offer, he
got very few concessions. The British navigation laws
passed on July 2, 1783 forbade imports into and exports
from the British West Indles except when transported in
British ships. Britain also placed an embargo on all
American goods which she felt could be adequately pro-
duced in Canada. This had a drastie effect on American
commerce even though this embargo was not as strioctly
enforced as it could have been.

This embargo hit the farmer as well as the
merchant. Hitherto, manyiof the products of the Ameril-
can farmer hagd gone to the West Indies, but where wvere
they to go now? The war had been a severe strain on the
country's finances and the economy was dislocated, so,
peace did not bring plenty.

Hoses Myers and his partner Samuel Myers
went to BEurope to see what could be done there to extri-
cate themselves from the mesg they were in. They wvere

both there in the year 1783.

2' Ibido, pc 33;
. 0. P. Chitwood, A History of Colonial America, p. 718.

4§, Collections of the New York Historical cociety for the
Tear 1895 (T'ﬁ@ Deane Iapﬁrs, g, I;8§~1;96;, P. Igs,

204G, and 22b.

¥
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Samuel Myers was in Paris in July, 1783,
searching for some one who would lend him and his partner
135,000 to L40,000 but he found no one who could oblige
him with such a sum. The two partners fought gallantly,
but victory could not be achieved, and so, in December,
1784, their company stopped payment. Isasc Moses & Com-
pany, back home in Philadelphia, did likewise in April,
1785.

Samuel Myers remained in Eurcope until well
on in 1785, when he returned to America. Upon arriving
he sent a letter to the European assignees and trustees
saying that he had arrived at Boston " ... after a passage
of Fifty-four days attended with very disagreeable weather
and much danger, having lost our Mizen Mast but three |
Leagues from the Rocks of Scilly in a violent gale of
Wind ...”5 Such was the extent to which S. & M. MNyers
were willing to go to do Justice to their ereditors. PFrom
that day on Samuel and MHoses Myers drove themselves without
vercy. As Samuel Myers put it: "Having hapily escaped
that encounter there is none, but I will most willingly en-
counter to do you and the rest of my Creditors Justice.,"”

5. Marcus, Early Ameriecan Jewry, II, p. 197.

6. To Messrs, John A. Hans, Philip DeBordes, Jan Alstorphius,
& Robert Voute, October 19, 1785. MS., Samuel and Moses
Myers Letter book, I, 1785-87,/, American Jewish Archives,
Cincinnetl,

7. Ibid.
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Being human Samuel and Moses Myers occaslonally
faltered in thelr self appointed and thankless task. Thus
before setting out on a collection trip to Philadelphia,
Baltimore, and various Virginia communities, Samuel wrote
to Isaac de Jacob Mendes saying that he feels more attached
to Holland than to his native country "But such I fear has
fate ordain'd, that I must slave here to galin what I am
deficient by misplacing confidence."8

So too Moses Myers before setting out in 1786
on a collection Journey to Phlladelphia, Baltimore, and
Virginia as far aé’Richmond, wrote a cryling letter saylng:

" ... no worse season could I take. the Weather 1s Intense-
ly hot & Travelling one Hundred Mlles with perhaps a

Crowded {coach) will be disagreeable.- I shall however

not mind if but successful in my collections.“g Such trips
were more than Moses Myers could take and after such a
Journey he wrote to his partner Samuel: "I have Just
recover'd from a8 severe fit of the fever & ague. Confint'd
to my room all last week. greater part of the time to

my bed. I am now getting hearty."w

After another such trip Moses Myers wrote his

8. December 5, 1785, Letter book, I, p. 32. Printed in
full in Marcus, op., ¢it., II, pp. 200-01,
9. ToIIsaaclgg Jacob Mendes, July 23, 1786, Letter book,
. p . .
10, Sepéember 4, 1786, Letter book, I, p. 186.
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friend Isaac de Jacob Mendes: "I am just returned from
the Second Journey to Virginia thro!' Hail, Rain, Snow,
frost, & all the disagreeables ... exclusive of the Ill
Success in the collection of money ..."ll In the same
letter he summed up his life in a few brief words: "I
got down to Richmond which is near five Fundred Miles in
Eight Days. Thus my Dr. fellow do I continue to be buffeted
About. Courage & Perseverance I hope will bring better
days.”

It was a bad time to be collecting debts. In
Samuel ¥yers'! own words: ‘the Commercial affairs of this
Country are very Gloomy () indezed Ruin seems inevitable
to all Mercantile People, there being no regulated System
for Commerce nor Specia enough for the medium of trade."12

As bad as the times were, these two determined
young men got results. They sent out bhatches of letters
each day, and when they saw that their letters were not
getting the needed results they went out on long and tedlous
trips, and got results,

While these two young men were worklng so hard
to pay off the creditors, Isaac Moses was relaxing. Moses

Myers wrote to Samuel saying that Isaac Moses " ..., knows

11. Mareh 7, 1787, Letter book, I, p. 235.
l12. To Messrs., Haas, DeBordes, Alstorphius, & Voute,
October 19, 1785, Letter book, I, p. 1
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nothing of the business that is Transacting. he minds
his own while I am & Slave to that of the Eatate."lB Moses
Myers goes on hard trips but "Isaac Moses has been in busi-
ness from Immedy after his failure & never given the least
attention to the settlement of his afrairs."lu S. & M.
Myers were doing what was riéht and honoradble while Isaac
Moses was doing that which was profitable.

Samuel Myers wrote to his friend Isaac de
Jacob Mendes of all the trouble they were having with
Isaac Moses: "One thing alone I cannot forget which is
that the author ¢of our ruin has endeavoured to asperse
Our Character to Clear his own and reported that the Cause
of his fallure Was Owing to us, Of this we leave the im-
partial World to Judge ...ﬁls Samuel and Moses Myers dis-
covered that Isaac Moses had, only a short while before
goling into bankruptey, purchased an estate costing 19,000
and a number of pieces of land around New York and that
all this property was recorded in his own name. The money
used to purchase this estate was really the firm's and
should not have been used for such purposes. Now that

Isaac Moses was bankrupt he wanted to use this property to

13. July 23, 1786, Letter book, I, p. 169.

14, Moses Myers to Nicholas Hubbard, July 23, 1786,
Letter book, I, p. 172.

15. December 5, 1785, Letter book, I, p. 32.
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satisfy his priv%te ereditors but this Moses Myers would
1l
not let him do.

The natural question is why they did not ar-
rest Isaac Moses when they discovered this misappropri-
ation of funds? To this, Samuel and Moses Myers gave
this reply:

if we arrest him he Will give Bail () We must
then go trough (8ic] a Course of Common Law
Which 1is both tedious & Costly -- and When
that is at an end he will throw it into Chancery,
Remain with the property in hand two or three
Years More at the end of Which the property
wlll be most probably greatly diminished and
then an Act of Assembly will be With the Same
care obtained and You and Ourselves be the
Dupes.l7 ,
What was an Act of Assembly? Samuel and Moses Myers ex-
plained to their creditors that it " ,,., demands nothing
more to free him, than to deliver up all his property on
Oath and leaves him in possegsion of his Books which to
1l
this day are unsettled ..."

Moses Myers gained himself lots of enemies
because of his actions in this matter, and afterwards
quite a few people were not on speaking terms with him,

but he felt that all this was necessary if Jjustice was

16, (S. & M. Myers) To Nicholas & Jacob Van Staphorst,
December 8, 1785, Letter book, I, p. 17.

17. To Messrs. De Bordes, Haas, Alstorphius, & Voute,

8 Ib?gvember 2, 1785, lLetter book, I, p. 13.

18, .
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19
to be done to the creditors. Samuel and Hoses Hyers

diédn't want to allow Inaao Moses'! private dedbts to dbe in-
cludaed in the settlement but when they raealised that if
they insisted on thin pq%gt their ereditors would have
even less, they yielded.

In the end, Isanc Moses oslled in the firm of
Jay & Blecker €0 appralse his furniture; then gis plate
was weighed and it was found to be 445 ounces, Samel
and Moses Myers now proceeded to have the same done €o
their furniture and plate though they were not obligated
to do sa.22 On Jamuary 16, 1786, the first sale was car-
ried out; Isaac Moses! house fetohed B4,450; the store
sold for k1,710, and the lata in the oity of New York
were 80ld for 1215, with one third of the money being paid
in pix days, ove third in three months and the final third
in six manths.ZB

All in all, it was an unhappy situation, On
the one hand, Isazo Moses! private creditors felt furious
at having to share the entate with the creditors from

19, Hoses Myers to Mensra. Hacs, De Bordes, Alstorphius,
00 béavbute, Dacember 27, 1785, Letter book, I, p. 36.
E I b -

21, Hoses Myers to Sammuel Myers, June 13, 1786, letter
book, I, p. 153. '

22, Ibid, |

23, H.W. to Mesars. Haas et al., Jamary L7, 1786,
Iﬁtt@!‘ mkg X' p;pi 5?"’5:
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Rolland; on the other hand, the Helland merchants felt
that they were being robbed, Samuel Myers had to explain
to the latter that "The modes pursued howaver repugnant

to your Interest and my own to admit Isaac Moses & Co.,
Creditors, & Isaac Moses's private to be Clasa'd with ours,
was the most prudent and beneflcizl to cur creditors at
large .. .”2# ¥hen the creditors in ﬁallé.na upbraided him
for having trusted Isaac Moses, Samuel gave it to them
straight.

At the same time that I confess to you Gentlin,
that wy confidence in Isase Moses was misplac'd
must in Justice to myself Say Y 414 not think
S0 at the time I repos'd it & in Justification
of this Assertion after first requesting you
to enguire his former Character as & Man &
Merehant, nex't appsal to your own feelings

& good senge and say whether any man would
Voluntarily rush on ruin & Stake a fair Charac-
ter to answor the ends of a ¥an regardless of
the principles of honor and integrity: No!l
ma{t) be your reply., And as Merchants you will
confess that the most experienced men are not
always Cuarded against the Denigns of an Artful
Deeeiver, I am sensible of the truth of your
agsertion that the Credit we obtain’d arose
from the ideas entertained of the Honor &
discretion of my Self & pariner Mr Moses My~
ers and I may here add the View of mutual
benefit .25

Sarmuel and Koses Myers apperently felt that they had
been laid low, not by the times, but by the partner they
had trusted implicitly. -

24, To MWessrs. J., A. Haas et gl)., Dacember 17, 1785,
Ietter book, I, p. 155,
25, Ibid.
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The total of their indebtedness was rated at
1160, 000 New York currency.26 The New York pound, at that
time, was rated at two dollars and a half,g so that would
make their total debt, $400,000., This sum weighed heavily
on their wminds. Isaac Moses didntt speak to Moses Hyers
or ever wvisit him in his office., When he wanted something
of Moses Myers he would write him a note and Myers would
reply with a note.28 On one occasion Isaac Moses asked
him for the o0ld books of the company, but Moses Myers
replied that the books eould only be seen at the office.
Isaac showed the assignees Moses Myerst' letter of re-
fusal, but these gentlemen upheld Moses Myers! decision.

0f course, these letters of Samuel and Moses
Myers tell only one side of the story —~ thelr side,
but a number of facts point to the truth of thelir satory.
In the first place, one of them might Just as easily have
gone over to Isaac Moses' side, but this d1d not come to
pass, Then there is the fact that the Myerses worked to
salvage as much as poasible for the creditors, while
Isane Moses did nothing for them. Another point 1is,
that Isaac Moses had purchased Tory estates only two

26, Moses Myers to Messrs., J. A. Haas et al,, March 1,
1786, letter book, I, p. 66. |

27. J. B. MoMaster, The ILife and Times of Stephen Girard
Variner and ierchant, i1, P. 13,

28. Moses ﬁyigg 0 Samuel Myers, July 5, 1786, Letter book,
I, p. .

29, Thid.
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30
months before going bankrupt. In view of all this, 1t

would appear that when Isaac Moses wrote Thomas Mifflin
and asked that Moses Myers be given the appointment as
American Consul at Amsterdam, he was trylng to remove
from the scene his honest partner, so that he might be
able to do as he pleased in the days that were to come.31

How did Samuel and Moses Myers make a living
in these years when all their days were spent trying to
collect money for their creditors? They got an occa-~
slonal commission and sent out small bits of merchandise,
although by law, as bankrupts, they were really not al-
lowed to do this.32

Degpite the fact that they were doing every-
thing possible to gather money for thelr ereditors, one
of the creditors sued them and Samuel and Moses Myers
almost had to go to debtors! prison, but the Sheriff,
Marinus Willett, gave them a hint and they got together
the necessary ball and didn't go to Ja11.33

The Myerses now saw many business opportuni-

ties pass them by. Those were the days that saw the be-
ginning of the China trade. America was hampered by the

30. Marcus, Early American Jewry, II, p. 198. '

31, Marech 10, , I1n Papers of the Continental Congress,
No. 46, foligs 375 and 378.

32. Marcus, op. e¢it., II, p. 203.

33. Ibid., p. 199.
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restrictions on her trade so she sought new markets.
Robert Morris and Daniel Parker, from Philadelphia,
fitted out a vessel, the Empress of China, for this

new trade. She set sail for China, from New York, on
February 22, 178&,3u touched at the Cape de Verdes,3$
and reached Canton on August 28, 1784.36 She returned
to New York on May 18, 1785, and netted a profit of more
than $30,000, Thus in these eritical depression years
an avenue of hope was opened up, and those merchants
who were alert jumped at the opportunity.

In the year 1786, quite a few American ships
were in the Orient, and five of them visited Canton.37
All parts of the country were taking part in this grade.

3
From Salem went the Grand Turk in December, 1785, while

the first ship from Philadelphia, the Canton, under the
command of Captain Truxton, set sail in January or Febru-
ary 1786, returning in May, 1787, after a passage of
eighteen weeke.39 Thus, apparently, American merchants

were becoming quite enthusiastle over the China trade,

34. P. R. Dulles, The 01d China Trade, p. 8.
35. J. Winsor, ed., The Memorial History of Boston in-
cluding Suffolk County, Massachusetts, 1630-13%0,

) .
36. R. A. Rydell, Cape Horn to the Pacific the Rise and
Decline of an Ocean Highway, p. 2&.
37. €. C. Stelle, "American Trade in Opium to China, Prior
to 1820," Pacific Historical Review, IX (1940}, p. 425 n.
38. J. D. Phillips, Salem and the indies, pp. 46-48,
39. S. Hazard, ed., The Register of Pennsylvania ..., I, p. 284,
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considering it a real opportunity for making money, and
for relieving the pressure in the American market.

Not all the merchants were s0 happy about the
China trade, and some vlewed the activity in New York
and the other ports with bitterness, feeling that in
the end there would be losses instead ofrgains. Such was
the opinion of Moses Myers as he watched the feverish
activity in the port of New York.

Three Ships now fitting in this Port for China
and will sail in One Month, a small vessel has
already sail'd from hence and a Ship from Phil-
da.. those from here carry about 50000 dollars

in specie — I apprehend that instead of Bril-
liant (buccesé) as people expect much Money

wlll be sunk but really such 1s the rage for
Speculation that prudence is (not) adhered to. 40

This Opinionyof his, however, may well have
been due to a tinge of envy, for he was in a state of
bankruptcy and couldn't raise money to invest in a China
voyage. None but the largest merchants could participate
in this trade, for, "in those days a Canton voyage was a
serioug undertaking, and ... six months were required to
provide the specile, ginseng, and other cargo."ul The long
months taken up by a China voyage and the large sums re-
quired to finance it made it necessary, even for the

wealthiest merchants to unite with others and eellvshares

40. TOIN. & géAVan Staphorst, January 22, 1786, Letter book,
po .
41, Winéor, Memorial History of Boston, p. 206 n.
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ko
in China ventures, So the China trade was definitely

not for such people as the Myerses who needed money for
day to day expenses,

Still, Moses Myers had moments when his pes-
simism gave way to admiration for the courage and hero-
ism displayed by American seamen in salling their tiny
craft to those distant piaces. When American merchants
saw that large ships from our shores didn't do so well,

they sent out tiny vessels, such as the Experiment, a

sloop of only 80 tons, the Hope, a brigantine eof T0O tons,
and the Pllgrim of only 62 tons, and won thereby univers-
al acclaim., VWhen the Experiment, that vessel of 80 tons,

returned from Canton in April of 1787, Moses Myers was

thrilled by the adventure, and didn't mind saying so.

On Sunday last returned to this part the Sloop
experiment, Capn. Dean, in 4 Months & 12 Days
from Canton in China. her Cargo consists of
fine Teas, Nankeens, and Chinaj3 This I presume
was the boldest enterprise ever attempted from
this country - The Sloop only eighty Tons, &
had five Men before the Mast, Souls in all on
aboard RERleven. She was Sixteen Months on the
Voyage .~ The Ships Hope & Empress of China, &
2 brig was arriv'd from this port, A Ship from
Philada,, & a Ship from Rhode Island had also
arriv!d & would all sail again within Three
Weeks .44

Thrilled he was, but he could only be a spectator in

ko, 1Ibid.

3, Dulles, 014 China Trade, pp. 30-1.

B4, To N. & J. Van Staphorst, April 24, 1787, Letter
book, I, p. 245.
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this new trade.

That same year there were some events that
weren't so thrilling., Shay's Rebellion spread from 1ts
home ground into the back country of New York, and Moses
Myers wrote his partner Samuel that "for my part, shou'd
not be surpris'd at a c¢ivil war taking place on this con-
tinent. You will see by the papers the strides taken to
overset gouvernment in eastern states which by and by
will be a general case throughout."us

In this matter he was too pessimistie, and it
didn't take long before he wrote his friends that

The disturbances to the Eastward have in some
degree subsided, but have taken place in the
Back part of thls State; On Sunday last our
Gouvernor with some of the Militia officers
left this to see & Ralse the M1llitia in the
Country to dlslodge a party who have com-
mited Some depredations., And taken post. about
One Hundred & Thirty Mlles Back of us. I ap-
prehend they will soon be dispers'd.46

Occasionally he paused, and instead of writing about other
people, he wrote about himself and his plans for the
future, Here 18 a letter .he wrote his partner Samuel
about the various places where they might get off to

a fresh start again.

45, January 12, 1787, Letter book, I, p. 224, printed in
Marcus, Early Ameriecan Jewry, II, p. 195,

46, Letter book, I, P. 163. Printed in Marcus, op. c¢it.,
II.’ pp- 207"'8:
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New York, June 13th, 1786

Dear Myers:
* * *

It has ever been my opinion that we might
do conslderable good business in this city
with care and industry, but then it requires
we shou'd be together. Except we shou'd form
such a ¢onnexion as wou'd be an obJect worthy .
your stay in EBurope. In that case only I shou'd
think it adviseable. I see no prospect of mak-
ing such a concern, or do I think it would be
our interest so to do. I wou'd have you settle
our affairs and fix such connexions as you can
and find necessary. That done, wou'd have you
embark In the spring for Maryland or Georgla
where I will Join you, or if you Judge best,
to this clity. -— Georgila 1s a young country and
promises success. The exports will ever make
it a place of consequence, And we know by ex-
perience that in all new country's money is to
be made. We shall doubtless meet many friends
and support from every part .of the continent.
Qur expenses together wou'd be very little more
than ea(ch) apart, an object at the year's end,
and business conducted with greater facility
and Peace of Mind, -— wou'd you prefer Philada.,
I think money is to be made there with proper
attention. Goods, I am convine'd could be
vended to a large Amot.& Certaln Proffit & Many
advantages arise from Commissions., in this case
you may have 1t in your power to find such a
Man as James Duff who'd let you ship wheat, flour
&c & give you credit in London, Amsterdam, &c.
from circumstances & things in Europe you will
best be able to form your resolutions, weligh
well all things & dellberate on them before
you determine to not be precipitate. but when
your plan is once form'd, Swerve not from 1it,
Your experience & thorough knowledge of the
Trade & People of this country will enable you
to form the Most Solid Judgement of an Estab-
lishment.— I would in preference be alone ex-
cept the advantage of a connexion is great indeed.
You are too well acquainted with the consequences
of copartnerships to need any coment thereon.
Woefull experience has taught you they are per-
niclous & if possible to be avolded., * * * 47

47. Letter book, I, p. 153. Printed in Marcus, op. cit.
II, pp. 207-8. ! d
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On another occasion Moses Myers wrote to Samuel that
"In Virginia, Money is yet to be made ... as 1t 1is both
in Chas. Ton & Geergia."as |
A few days later, Moses Myers wrote his partner
Samuel clarifying his thinking on the score of where would

be the best place for them to start in business again.

I have resolv'd over in mind the Circumstances
respecting our future Establishment & think
that eilther Cha. Ton So. Carolina or Norfolk

in Virginia must Be the place(.] I always
wou'd prefer a sea port town to any other the
advantages are superlor & need not be pointed
out to you. I presume that you will be able

(at least) to Establish a Credit in Amsterdam,
for such articles as either place wou'd require
& from whence there can arise no difficulty to
make suitable returns () Neither Tobacco Rice
or Indigo can possibly maintain theilr present
prices & the State of Virginia having rejected
Paper Money altogether gilves it a Superiority
over the other States & Establishes a Confidence
unknown heretofore., I have observed that neo

or very little c¢redit must be given the planter
for thereby you frequently lay long out of your
Moniey and lose their Custom, the Proffits are
very Great & (Goods Sultable to the Country Can
be Vended in large Quantities, * # #

Money is Certainly to be made in Chs. Ton the
trade you are no stranger to,-—Georgia is a
young State & I think offers advantages to a
trade with Holland(() they have timber In abund-
ance, rice, Indigo, Tobacco, Corn for Exporta-
tion & being contiguous to the Spaniards I
Shou'd Suppose wou'd give them great advantages.
thelir emigration has been one third of the In-
hablitants Since the peace., this Says my Informant
but Really 1s not reasonable(.) before the War
they Knew not what it was to raise Tabacco &

48. December 6, 1786, Letter book, I, p. 203, quoted in
Stern's Some Notes on the History of Moses Myers, of
Norfolk, p. 3. -- In the preceding letter, the author
differs with the paragraphing adopted in Marcus' Earl
American Jewry, II, pp. 207-8, and with some of the
capitallsation, punctuation, and spelling, as they do
not seem to be that way in the manuscript.
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the last years exportation was three Thousand
Hhds — it 1s impossible to enter minutely

into the advantages or disadvantages of Trade
without being on the Spot to collect the
necessary informations(,) as we have both
been lately in Virginia we can best Judge for
a Certainty & I think we can do well at norfolk
oo in a Snug business that will Secure to us

a Sure Income, We shall be enabled to get
many Comms. from this and Philada.49

From this letter it would appear that Moses Myers was all
for Virginia., It goes a long way to explain his ultimate
choice of Norfolk as his home.,

Another matter that Moses Myers was doing
much thinking about, was marriage. A good marriage would
be of great help to him in business. One can see his
line of thinking in this letter to his friend Isaac

de Jacob Mendes:

I dare say you have heart'd that Robert Stewart
is Married in South Caroclina to a Lady of
Eight thousand Guineas; now, if I wou'd make
Such a Speculation do you not think 1t wout'd
do? Charmingly upon my Word, Tell one, are
there any fortunes in Amsterdam that a body
might get Transfer!d(®?) I believe I must

now think of Such & Negociation.50

Actually long before this he had shown a strong interest .

in a young widow, a Mrs. Chapman, and Samuel Myers could

49. December 14, 1786, Letter book, I, pp. 208-9, printed
in Marecus, op. c¢it., II, pp. 209-10, Here too the
author of tﬁgs paper couldntt follow Marcus'! para-
graphing, punctuation, and capitalisation, as he
felt that the manuseript was not like that.

50, Mareh 7, 1787, letter book, I, p. 236.
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write early in 1786 that Moses Myers possessed her affec-
tions, !
52

This Mrs. Chapman was a business woman.
Her brother was Isaac Judah,5 and so her malden name
could not have been Elizabeth Judd as some writers would
suggest, but Ellzabeth Judah.su She was originally from
London, England.

Moses Myers was very pleased with his marri-
age, as a stream of letters from his hand go to show,
"I shall with pleasure Receive your congratulations on my
Marriage thursday last. excuse my Saying anything on the
Subject of Mrs. Myers. I hope for the pleasure of making
you personally Acquainted."56 Writing to another friend
he says: "I shall be better able now to settle myself'
in business by the aid of Mrs. Myers, with whom I have
some property.” To yet another friend he wrote: "It

18 now Three Weeks Since I became a Benedict & find the

51, To Mark Pringle, April 6, 1786, Letter book, I, p., 80.
52. M.M. to Isaae Judah, August 8, 1786, Letter book, I,

53. M.%E gégz::saac Judah, July 11, 1787, Letter book, I,
54, Marcus, Barly American Jewry, II, p. 211.

55. M.M. to EIEEEIEE'EEEBEFETE§%r11 10, 1787, Letter book,
56. M., Lo g'ggr'x Chaloner, March 29, 1787, Letter book,
57. m.gix': ‘gger?i;fés Murphy, April 5, 1787, Letter book, I,
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change very pleasing. on which I shall wlth pleasure Re-
ceive your Congratulations — least you think me partial,
I shall leave & description of my lady to Mr. (Samuel)
Myers ... & only tell you She is from London, & has a
handsome property."58

His happiness bubbled through his business
correspondence, To his friends Nicholas and Jacob Van

Staphorst he wrote this characteristic letter:

The better to firmly establish myself must
Inform you that a few daye Since I was Marrled;
was I to say to a very desireable Lady, you
might think I cou'd Say no more, but it is the
case & with her I have some property.59

Thls reiteration of the fact that Mrs. Myers had some
property was quite necessary if Moses Myers were to reQ
celve an adequate eredit from these correspondents.
Mrs. Myers, it ought to be added, %1though a widow, was
only a young woman of twenty-four, °

Moses Myers now began to order merchandise
for his future business In Norfolk. He was happy that
his business acquaintances in Europe were ready to gilve
him goods on credit, but he felt that their terms were
not sufficiently generous. While giving thanks for the
credit they werekextending him he protested some of the

58, M.M. to Nicholas Hubbard, April 10, 1787, lLetter
book, I, p. 240,

59. April 13, 1787, Letter book, I, p. 241.

60, Marcus, Early American Jewry, II, p. 211,

- 48 -



interest charges saying: "I must here novertheless ob-
serve that the Interest on your Invoices Shou'd not
commence until Three Months after the Shipment, for a
very conaidsra%%e time is lost belfore the Qoods reach
this Country.®

Thanking another {irm for extending him credit,
Hoses Myers msde the point that instead of asicdng for pay-
ment in twelve months, in the future, payments should be
extendad to eighteen months. Here was a nan who needed
oredit, but he also knew hiu worth and would not pormit
usurious prastices,

Again and again he analyzed the financial pos-
sibilities of Norfolk, On a visit there, he wrote that
“from Appearances I think Money may be made hera,6§ut
as you Justly observe not a very Spesdy fortune,” That
was what he wrote whon he stopped for a little while in
Norfolk, but when he got back to New York, Norfolk grew
sweater by comparison, and Moses Myers wrote his brother-
in-law: " .., I hope with Prudence, Induastry, & Prugality
in five or 3ix Years to have 1t in my power to set myself
at easa, the dlstanee 1s not great, with a fair Wind,

61. onD. crgﬁgline & Sona, April 2%, 1787, Letter book,
P. .
62, To bég&akzanﬁ Aéag‘ Salomons, April 24, 1767, Letter
s Do .
63. To Jagég fieron, June 19, 1787, Letter book, I,
p. 245,
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64
ttis but a run of Thirty-2ix to forty hours.” this

tima limit hé gave hinmself was an amnazing prophecy, for
ag shall be secen, later in this paper, within five to six
years he had establisghed himself,

Samuel Myors was returning from Burdpe and
Moges Myers was eagewrly awaiting him, bugsthe daya
went by and there was no sign of Samuel, In the mean
time Moses Myers had gottea zverything ready, He rented
a house from Mr, Newbton of lorfolk, but not before that
gontleman had agreed to a few alterations o the home
especially the sonstruction of "a Genteel olozet” in €5
place of the one there, did he proceed to make a2 lease,

He wrote %o one of his friends: "If uwy
memory Serves, I advis'd 4n my last having chartertd the
Schoonor Sincerity Capt. White, for Norfolk, & mean to
procead round with my family, all wy goods & furalture ls
on board, & 1 ShaléTSail on Sunday the 224, I dare aot
delay any loager.” He Just could not wait for Samuel
Myers any longor,

on July 22, 1787, Mosas and his wife get sail
aboard the achooner Sincerdty; they took with them their

&, o Isase Judsh, July 11, 1787, letter book, I, p. 265,
65. To ﬁiggglas Hubbard, July 18, 1787, letter book, I,
pa el %
66, To ﬁogggt Taylor, July 1, 1787, letter book, I,
P, el
67. To ¥ark Pringle, July 19, 1787.



furniture and a cargo valued at E1,000, and busineas
brains worth far wmore than that.68

Mrs. Myers was already pregnant during this
Journey and that might explain why Moses wouldn't wailt
any longer in ﬁew York as a further postponement of.thé
Jourmey might have made future travelling impossible due
to her condition. As 1t was, she gave birth te a premature
child on September 15, 1787. This was thelr eldest son
John.69

During the next twenty yeara, this was to be
Mrs. Myers! careers she bore her husband twelve ¢hildren
in that period, and ten of these children survived their
infancy.7o She ereated around her a warm atmosphere.
Her home was always open hospitably to strangers and
travellers, both Jew and Gentlle, Only a few weeks after
settling in Norfolk, when her home must have been far from

gettled and when her condition might well have served her

68. Marcus, Early American Jewry, II, p. 214, Strangly

enough, A, M., Pilctures In Maritime Dixies Norfolk,
Va., Port & City., <The Chamber of Commerce LOOK,
P. 52, says that the firm moved to Norfolk in 1786,
as does Leon Huhner, "The Jews of Virginia from the
Earliest Times to the Close of the Elghteenth Cen-
tury," PAJHS, XX (1511), p. 103.

69, Stern, Some Notes on Moses lMyers, p. 8 n. Sydney Lowe,
MS., Myers House (In the author's possession), p. 8,
gives the date of his birth as September 5, 1787, ’
as dees the Virginia Magazine of History and

Blography 1 (1980), pp. 21-22 n.
70. Stern, oc.'cit., pr. 8-9 5.

- 51 -




as an excuse, she extended the hospitality of her home

to three people on their way to Richmond.7l This was to
serve as a pattern for the years ahead, when the great

and the near great, as well as the humble and the distressed
were to find a warm welcome in their home.

Moses Myers was still enumerating the advantages
of Norfolk to his business assoclates, He sent out an
announcement of the opening of his business, and told
everyone that Norfolk would be a good place to do business
in because it lay near the sea, was contiguous t¢o North
Carolina, had a good part of the bay trade to Maryland and
to every part of Virginia, and all kinds of goods were to
be found there " ... in abundance, very good and cheap.”72

At first, Moses Myers was to do business on
a cash basis, extending ne oredit to anycne.73 He was
still adhering to this poliecy when he put in an advertise-

ment in The Norfolk and Portsmouth Gazette, saying: "The

subseriber has for Sale on reasonable terms, for Cash or
Wheat, The Pollowing Articles: German Oznaburgs and Tick-
lenburgs, Raven Duck, Russia Sail Duck ... Callcoes and
Cambricks ... Hyson, Green, and souggong Teas by the box

... Coffee in barrels and bags ..." We can see that his

Tl. Mareus, op. cit., p. 215,

72. Printed Anmouncement (in the author's possession),
Augast 1, 1787.

73. M.M, to P, I. Van Bereckel, August 30, 1787, Letter
book I, p. 293.

T4, October 21, 1789.
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business had prospered greatly when we compare this list
of merchandise for sale with that of his first announce-
ment in which he had spoken only of "naval stores, corn,
bees-wax, deer-skins, tobacco, and lumber.”

One wonders whether this policy of selling
for cash only was due t0 the caution Moses Myers had
learned from former saddening experiences which were still
fresh in his mind, or, due to the smallness of his supply
of cash and goods. It would seem to have been the latter
reason, for, when he ran a similar ad in the Norfolk papér,
about one year later, there was no mention made about cash
being the only terms. 6 Thus Moses was slowly climbing
the ladder of success., At the same time that he was en-
ergetically attending to his business, he also attended
to his civic dutles and immediately Joined the fire company
ovaorfolk.77

Samuel Myers dropped out of the business in
Norfolk very soon after the start, if he ever got there at
all, By October, 1789, he was already in Petersburg,
Virginia, and we find a consigrment of six chairs being
sent from Philadelphia to that place for him.78 Later,
he went to Richmond and settled there.79 ¥hy he left the

T5. Printed Announcement (in the author's possession),
: August 1, 1787,
76. The Norfolk and Portsmouth Chronicle, August 28, 1790.
77. NS., Norfolk Deed Book, I, p. 221, In the library of
the Norfolk Eorporafion Court.
78. H. E, Gillingham, "The Philadelphia Windsor Chair and

Its Journeyings," The Pennsylvania Magazine of
History and Biograﬁﬁi"ﬂv (%93I§, P. %28
79. Marcus, Op. C > P. 214,



firm is not known, but he and Moses Myers remained close
friends through the years,

A8 he got a little money together, Moses tried
out other fields of business., On September 29, 1790, he
bought a pilece of land from " ... Joshua Peed andeglany
his wife for the sum of 41 pounds Current money." This
wasn't a big deal, but it was a start. Business in those
days had ita sweet and sour aspscts. The sweet aspect was:
that he did not have to pay any personal property taxes
in 1788. Though he had two slaves sbove sixteen years
of age, still, since he had no horses colts or mules, no
carriage wheels, no billiard tables, no stud horses, no
vacant lots, and no houses agg lots for rent, he did not
have t0 pay taxes that year.

In 1789, he had three free males over sixteen
years of age, and four slaves over sixteen years of ages
but since he did not have any of the other types ofg%ug-
uries he again hed to pay no personal property tax. In
1790, for the same reaggn he again did not have to pay
personal property tax. It was not until 1791, when he
had been in recelipt of a yearly rental of L8, that he

8k

was obliged to pay that tax, and then it was only 2 shillings.

80, Deed Book, I, p. 221,

81. HS,, Horfolk Borough Personal Property 1788, in the
Vvirginla State Library, Aichmond, va,

82. Norfolk Borough Perscnal Property 1789.

83. HorTolk BorouZh Personal Property .
84. Yorfolk Porough Personal Property Y751,
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On April 5, 1791, Myer Myers, Moses' younger
brother, died at Aux Cayes, Haiti.as He diled intestate,
and the New York court, on May 30, 1791, granted his father,
Hyam Myers of New York, the letters of administration.ss
These letters however, were not of much value because

Prance had a law known &8 the droit dtauvbaine whilch de-~

clared that the estates of deceased aliens must beconme
the property of the state.s7 Moses Myers, therefore went
to see what could be done about this at Haiti.se On arriv-
ing there he found that his brothert's estate had already
been confiscated in accordance with that 1aw.88

There was an 1ssue to fight out. In the treaty
signed between Prance and the United States, article XI
had stated that: "The subjects and inhabitants of the
said United States, or any one of them, shall not be re-
puted aubains in Prance and cggsequently shall be exempted
from the droit d'aubaine ..." The wily Prench, hovever,

had drawn a distinction between Prance and the colonies of
France, and held thagcthe exemption applied to France and

not to her colonies.

85. Stern, Some Notes on Moses Myers, p. 6.

86. CollectIons of the ﬁewJYoré %isfarical Society for the
Year 1005 (Abstracts Of Wills on File in the sup-
rogates'! Oiiice, City of New YOrk) X1V, P. 350.

87a Stem’ 108. cito,’ p‘ 60

88, 1Ibid.

89. K. W. Porter, The Jacksens and the lLees .... (Harvard
Studies in Business History, Ii1l), I, p. 372.

90, Ibid.
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Thomas Jefferson had not liked this interpre-
tation of the treaty and had wriltten in a similar case, to
the charge dtaffaires in France, on August 26, 1790, saying:

"You will perceive, that the expression in the eleventh
article of our treaty of amity and commerce with Prance ...
has been construed £0 rigorously to the letter, as to con-
sider us as Aubalnes in the Colonies of France.“gl Against
such an attitude Moses Myers could not prevail, so he re-
turned to Norfolk about the middle of July, 1791.92

Moses Myers now proceeded to build himself a
home. He purchased a 1arge lot, some 266 feet by 149
feet, on September 29, 1791.93 After this he proceeded to
build the Georglan mansion, occupying what 1s now the cor-

ner of Freemason and Bank Streets.

91, Ibid., quoting P, L, Ford's The Writingsor Thomas
Jeiferson, V (1895), p. 237,

92, S8tern, loe. c¢it., p. 6.

93. 1Ibid. EEEIy enough, S, Lowe, Myers House, p. 1,

writes that the house was bu£§€ ™Mn 1789 or 1791."

The same statement apgears in the lLedesr Dispatceh
(Norfolk), December 18, 1930, but T. 4. Wertenbaker,
Norfolk, Historic Southern Port, pp. 102, 137, while
praising the archlitecture of the house, omits all
mention of the year in which it was built. Marcus,
Early American Jewry, II, p. 215, says that the
house Was bulilt "tour years after Moses moved there
«es"s that would be 1791. There was nothing to pre-
vent the house from being built in 1789 except prob-
ably the shortage of cash. The fact that Moses
didn't purchase the land until 1791 does not pre-
clude his having bullt it earlier. On the other
hand, if he didn't start building till well on in
September 1791, he could hardly have finished the
house before some time in 1792.
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Moses built this house for comfortable living.
It was a large place and with its stables, coach houses,
kitehen, kitchen garden, and fiower garden occupled an
entire block. ' Here he had ample room for his growing
family as well as for guests and interesting people who
might pass thraugh Norfolk. Later, this house was to
have such distinguished visltors as lafayette, Henry Clay,
General Winfield Scott, Commodores Barron and Decator,
President Taft and Presldent Theodore Roosevelt.g5 Had
Moses been able to see all these famous people in his
house he would no doubt have heen glad, but even without
that, the wanderer who had travelled all over Europe,
the wanderer who had been driven out of St, Eustatia,
now had a home, and that was enough to make him happy

beyond compare,

94, lowe, Myers House, pp, 6-7.
95. Ibidc) po 7. )
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THE FRENCH REVOLUTION

The early 1790!s were a period of prosperity for the
whole of the United States, and Moses Myers used them to good

advantage.l

His standing in the business world is best in=
dicated by the fact that in 1791 Stephen Girerd, the great
Phlladelphle merchant and banker, sent instructions to his

i

people to go to Norfolk and call on ".,.Mr. Moses Myers,
merchant of that place, who will glve instructions to the
captains where to go for cargoes."z Woe to the sea captain
who did not do his duty by his ship for lioses Myers wouldn't
hesitate to haul him into court if he set sall with his ship”,..
not properly Mand and Victualedeees"™

In 1791, loses kyers pald his taxes and they smounted
to no more than 2 shillings, but that didntt mean that his
business was small.4 He hed become 80 important in the busi~

ness life of the community, that when the Bank of Richmond

l, James, M., Blography of & Business 1792=-1942 (,) Insurance
Company of liorth Anerica, P.<o.
2. NcMaster, Stephen Girard, I, p.142.
de ks., Virginie Norfolk-Boro n Register, Jan.l,l?Ql-July
xgxg DPe2, in Lorfolk Corporation Court,
4, Norfolk Borough Personal FProperty 1791,
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wasg established in 1792, the act of the Virginia legislature
named him to be the bank'!s superintendant at Norfolk.5 That
year, although his business was flourishing and he had four
slaves, his taxes were only 3 shillings.6

In 1793, Moses Myers bought some resl estate.7 He
gseems to have started a firm Myers & Pollasrd and they owned
considerable real estate.8 Perhaps there was good reason for
his increased interest in resl estate at this period for a
period of danger was developing for American commerce. The
French Revolution began, at that time, to be felt in America,
"What pleased the French in 1793 offended the English, and
what served English ends was evidently hostile to the French,
and both plundered defenseless meutrals, so long as they did
not fight back, of cargoes, provisions, and seamen as their
own needs required."d

When France, in 1793, gave neutral ships the same
rights as French ships, it seemed a golden opportunity for
American shippers, but England countered by ordering her
navy to bring in all ships dealing with the enemy..® The
British navy gave their orders such & broad interpretation

that even ships consligned to British ports were unsafe,

5, Huhner, PAJH3, p.l03.

6, Norfolk Borough Personal Praperty 1792, '

7. TS., Deed Book, I1L, S€epte. <o, L/do=Jduly 25, 1796, P.89,
in the Corporation Court, Norfolk, Va,

8., Norfolk Borough Personal Property, 1792

9, Phllips, Salem, p. 10l,.

10, James, Biography of a Business, pPe 29,
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especially in the Caribbean.ll Moses Myers soon becamo ime-
mersed in these matters, when he became the French agent
at Norfolk,l?

One wonders why Moses Myers took on this added re-
sponsibility. Perhaps he did s o out of admiration for
Francels treatment of the Jews, since the revolutlon, France,
on September 27, 1791, had passed an act to glve the Jews
the rights and duties of French cltlizens. She thus became
the first country in Europe to give the Jews equality. A
French clergyman had sponsored the bill and said: "I claim
freedom and happiness for the Jews in the name of the sacred
principles of my religion, and I will not leave this tribune
before you give me a hearing.“l5 This clergyman, the Abbe
Gregolire, had stood firm even when his enemies threw ponderé
ous law books and inkwells" fhat ~splashed their contents
over his wig and cassock,"!® Such conduct, Moses Myers could
apprecisate,

Perhaps he took on this position as French agent
in the hope that such activity mlght serve to protect his
ships from French depredations and gain for them some dip-
Jomatic lrmunity. Be that as it may, the Job kept him busy.
On March 23, 1794, he appeared before the mayor of Norfolk

1l. Ibido’ PeS0.

12, Humner, PAJHS, XX (1911), p.103. |

13, P, Van Paassén, "A Bishop in the Synagogue," Jewisgh
14, Ibid. '

- 60 -



to protest, in his capacliy as French mgent, & violation of
the neutrality law by the Amaricans.ls
In his capacity as French agent, he was often called
upon to advance all ships! necessaries to French naval
vessels on credit, Once, after making such an advance he
wrote to a friend: ",.,..I have been looking with Tears in my
eyes for fifteen days for a remittance from M, Pichon for my
advances account of the Simlllante Frigate but it does not
COMEeses"+® Had he known that payments would be so tardy he
might well have reconsidered the whole matter, |
When French refugees, driven from theilr homes in

San Domingo by an uprlsing of the slaves, arrived in Nor-
folk, they recelved & warm welcome at the home of Moses
Myers, even though such hospitality was not included in
his official duties, Moreau de 8t. Mery gilves us this
statement under date of March 7, 1794

Business matters took us to the home of M,

Myer, s Norflolk merchant whose praises had

been sung to us even before we disembarked.

Everyone had spoken of his kindness to the

French and his espousal of thelr cause, and

even before we met him we felt that we knew

him & had many things In common. It was

nearly half sfter one when we came ashore, &

wo were wondering where we should dine, when

K, Myerts kind invitation solved the problem

for all of us -~ even for M, Briere, who had

joined us.
For us, whose stomachs had been wrecked by

15, Huhner, loc.cilt,, p.103. ‘
16, To John Teamy (Philadelphia), Jan. 7, 1803,
letterbook, II1, p.379.
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the Sophiel!s miserable fare, the meal was

like @ wedding feast, The excellent food,

the simple and flattering welcome, the sight

of a fond mother who even suckled a lusty

infant during the meal, M, Myert's four 17

pretty children - everything charmed us,
¥oreau de St.'Mery also records that Moses Nyers got a sick
FPrench girl into a boarding house.18 That was the way of this
man, He wasn!t just & business many he wans a warm-hearted,
public=-spirited citizen,

On June 24, 1794, loses Myers was elected to the

Cormon Cauncil of Norfolk.lg This was the beginning of a
career of public service to that clty. e was to retain
hisg place on the council for meny years, growing more popu-~
lar in the eyes of his fellow cltizens with each passing
year, Another indication of his standing in the community,
is to be found in the people who associated with him in busi-

ness ventures, One such business partner was William Pennock;zo

another was Robert Teylor, in 1791.21

Willlam 8, Forrest has described in glowing terms
the partnership of Moses Myers and Willliam Pennocks He
says that they

possessed in an eminent degree what may be

called the chivalry of the commercial

character, and displayed in bearing a dig-
nity and grace which looked infinlitely

17. Kenneth and Anns M, Roberts, translators and editors,
Moreau de St, Mery'!'s American Journey (1793=-1798),p.34.

18. Ibia-’ pisgo

19. W.H.T. Squires, "Norfolk in By=-Gone Days," Norfolk
Ledger Dispateh, Sept. 4, 1947, ‘

20, MS,., Rorfolk Deed Dook, III, p.1l06-7,

21, Ibid., P99,
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beyond an ignoble rivalry and the tricks

of the tresde.,..0ne may look even now in

the Northern clties to find the counter-

part of the counting rooms of Pennock &

fggggﬁ.%g the meridian of your commercial
A man may be judged by his aaéociates. Hoses Myers, s man
of honor, chose only the finest gentlemen as his assoclates,

In 1784 Moses Myers employed seven slaves, and had
an lncome of 29 in rent from various properties.23 We have
no further record of his business activities but can surmise
that they must have been considerable as otherwise Pennock
& Myers "counting rooms" wouldn't have‘msrited such a
flattering description. He continued to rise in public es-
teem to such an extent that at the elections for the Common
Council, held on August 25, 1795, he received more votes
than anyone else and because of this was made president
of the council.24
The year 1796 was & busy one for Hoses Myers.

His business establishment employed six white men and nine
slaves. His own property brought him a rental of & 10,
while the propérty owned jointly by the firm Myers & Pollard
brought in & 90 in rent. In taxes he paid & 0,1.8 while the

firm paid a tax of & 0,15.°° He was in ILondon, England for

22, Huhner, loc.cit., p.103, citing Forrest's History and
DescrigEIve Sketches of Norfolk and Vieinity, DP.LllG.

23., Norifolk Borough Personal Property 1794,

24, Stern, Some Notes, pe’; P.A. Bruce, History of Virginia,
IV, p.435,

25, ¥S., Horfolk Borough Personsl Property, 1796.
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part of the year, and one wonders how that affected his work
as president of the Common Council.26 Perhaps 1t was because
he saw that he couldn't do Justice to that office because
of his far-flung business enterpriges that he resigned from
the office at the first meeting of the council in 1797.°7
He was succeeded by his good friend Thomas Newton, Jr.ze
J. M. Swan, French Agent in the U, S. A., had called
Moses Myers "a men of integrity, capacity and capital," in
17956, and had appointed him as his Norfolk representative
for that reason.zg During 1796 it often looked as if Swan
was Moses Myers'! agent 1ln Phlladelphia a&s he was constantly
negotiaeting drafts for him on various Philadelphia houses.so
If Moses Myers was the French agent at Norfolk,
that did not mean that he ceased to be a patriotic American;
When the time came, he 4ld not hesitate to show where his
sympathies lay. After the X.,Y.Z., affalr, a state of unde-
clared war existed between the Unlited States and France,
The United States began to prepare for the war that seemed
80 inevitable., In Norfolk there was considerable millitary
preparations, and so it 1s not surprising to find Moses
Myers being appointed as a Captain in the Fifty-fourth Regi-
ment, on May 26, 1798,51 At that time he was the fether

26, Stern, Some Notes on Moses Myers, p.8.

27 . Squéres, Norfolk ledger Dispatch, Sepb. 4, 1947.

28¢ Ibi [ ]

29, American Jewish Archives, II (Jan. 1950) D.27.

30s dJe oSwan, rnliladelphlia, March 14, 1796, to M.M, in
possession of Myers Family, Noﬁblk.

31, Iowe, lMyers House, P.l0. See also Wertenbaker,
Norfolk, pP.99ne.
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of six children, but that did not deter him from these pa-
triotic du‘cies.32

In all these difficult years, Moses Myers!' business
prospered, He occasionally 1lost a ship but the calmness of
his tone shows that he could take it iIn hls stride, Here
is his report of one such loss: "You know that a French
privateer 15 days since took several vessels off this coast,
& Schooner of mine 3 days from the Delaware.">° On another
such occasion he wrote: "While I regret my loss on the Sch,
Prudence & Cargo without any Insurance (,) I feel great Con-
solation in Capt. Patton and People being Saved('_.:)"s4

He had worked out a way for doing business in the
West Indies through people on whom he could rely thoroughly,.
Thus he told one business house: "My Agents in Martinique |
St. Plerre Csicj are Wickham & Shewell two young men brought
up in my Compting Room(s]) They are Active & honest," 9%
These young men had been quite close to being captured by a
French privateer on thelr way out to the island but had been
fortunate enough to find their way to St. Bartholomews in
safety.56 ,

Because of the disturbed state of affairs in

32, Ibide., DP.S. '

33, W.M. to John C. Jones, April 22, 1802, citing letter of
August 27, 1800, Letterbook, III, p.569,

34, M.M, to John C, Jones, April 25, 1801, Letterbook, III,

Pclzsc
35. M.M. to Isaac Moses & Sons, Jan.4, 1801, Letterbook, III,
' pQSO
36. Ibid.
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Europe, news from that quarter was of the greatest importance
to Moses Myers., He wanted to get news of any changes at the
earliest possible moment, Thus he wrote: "We have miss'd
making e little fortune(l) had you Sent me an express via
Eastern Shore respecting the genl, rise of Articles I coud
have been a head but all the world was in the market before
I got yr. letter by mail((,) the advices operated on were
via Baltimore = you nmust Keep 8 better look oube.se"S7
When his English correspondents didn't send him news, he wrote
them that he would have to stop doing business with t;hem.38

He told a friend that he had written to the London
business house that he ",,.wod. wlth plessure continue 1%
(the business) =- but under the exprese stipulation of regu~
lar information =— I have six lines from them in five mos. |
& thousands depending () this will not do eeeo™39 Moses
Myers got news from all over Europe. To his friend John C,
Jones he wrote: "I have late letters from lLisbon, they are
algo in want - thelr Stores would not hold out longer than
next month () large Supplies of Troops from England (they
write mee) and nothing to feed them with,"40

On March 5, 1801 he wrote to John Grayson that late
news from Iondon told of ",.. a Peace between Austria & France

- uédl
& war between England and the Northern Powers, News had &

37. To John Leamy, Feb, 1, 1801, Ietterbook, III, D37
38, To J.C. Jones, MNarch 8, 1801, Ietterbook, III, p.73.
59 e Ibid.

40, Jan, 26, 1801, Ietterbook, III, p.33.

41, Ibid., Pe7l.
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vital effect on day to day business operations, On March 27,
1801, he wrote to his friend, Mark Pringle; "Our News yes=-
terday from New York of a change in the British Ministry has
made Some People Serlous who have large Parcells of flour
by them.," 42 The following day, Moses wrote to John Leamy on
the same subject: "I know not what to think of the Change
in the British Ministry but view it a mere finess & that Mr,
PLtt again be Solicited to continue in office."43 In writing
a bout this matter to the firm of 8. & 8. Myers, on March 31,
1801, he shows a change of heart, however, and says: "...for
my part it forbodes & peace."%* The changes in England worried
his friend Johmn C, Jones who had sent out a ship there, but
¥oses assured him that the ship would do well: '"notwithstand-
ing the reports of the Government refusing to pay the high
Bounty alledging It had not Passed into a law they are in great
want In Ireland and the Cargo must do well - N145
Moses Myers made keen and searching analyses of

the news. His awareness of what lay behind the news is well
1llustrated by this piece: o |

I believe It 1s the determination of Mr,

Jefferson at all events to keep us in a

state of Neutrality () I fear the Task will

be an ardous one if the Europesn war con=
tinues so long (.) It would however appear

42, 1Ibid., p.91.

43, mo’ Pogsn

44, TBid., P+96. | |
45, April 3, 1801, Ietterbook, III, p.99.
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that the British mean to respect our flag
more than they have done in the W, Indies
this may be a policy to lull us for a

time the true Interest of our Country
is indeed Peace which I trust will be oub
Lott .46

There 1s good sound Jjudgement in all this, and some prophecy
too. The space all this is glven in MNoses Nyers! business
letters shows how much effect international affairs had on
our buslness, Events in Europe could bring American mer-
chants boundless prosperity or hopelssas ruin,

Whenever loses got a piece‘of news, he hurried to
communicate 1t to his friends., Thus, on January 5, 1802,
he wrote John Leaﬁy that "Five thousands Troops & four Sail
of the line had arrived at Jamalca from England () other
Troops and Ships were to foliow by which it would appear
they wish to be prepared least the force...from France...
might make & mistake and fall to Ieward,"%7

The war in Europe created & great demand for
American produce, Those who had the produce became very
demanding and Hoses Myers had to write his friends that
Woash 1s necessary t0 Procure your Cargoes on good terms,.."48
All who were familiar wlth war-time shortages will feel for
him when he writes that "The holders of all provisions are

alarmed when you ask the price of anything."4® our produce

46, To J.C. Jones, May 9, 1801, Ietterbook, III, p.136,

47, Iletterbook, III, p.577,. ‘ ' '
48, To Saml, Brown, Boston, Jan,3,180l, Letterbook,IlI,p.7.
49, To J.leamy, Jan,.27,1801, loc,cit., p.31,
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wasn't equal to the demand and Moses wrote: "It appears to
me we shall have no Provision left by the month of April."50
Prices rose immensely and Moses reported with & we that
pork™...has got up here to $16 nay people who have purchasel
ask ‘$20 == It is Shipping to England,."9!

About these sky-rocketting prices, Moses Myeré
could say but one thing: "We are indeed lad, you will Say
Stark Mad...."9% A1l too soon the bubble burst, bringing
ruln to many merchants all over the country. When the news
of the Peace of Amiens finally reached Amcrica, many mer-
chants were unprepared for it and guffered great losses, To
business associates Moses wrote: "I regret to learn the dis-
agters in Philada. and Sincerely hops you are Clear of them
as I am and fear there will be many more in that City...."55
Writing to another friend he said: "I am fearful the Conse-
guences of the Poace are not yet felt, the failures in Philada ,
will CAUSEe MANY MOTe.e.s." 2% |

Though he was clear of all the fallures, they dis~-
tressed him greatly. As the situation slowly Amproved, he
wrote to his friend John Ieamy, of Philadelphia, thet he
" ee was glad no more failures had taken place (J I wish
the calamity may cease but I fear it will spresd further."9®

50 To J.C. Jones, Jan. 26, 1801, loc.cit., D33,

51, To J. leamy, Feb. 1, 1801, loc,cit., DPe36.

52, To J. leamy, March 9, 1801, Ietterbook, III, p.72.

53, To Isaac lMoses & Sons, Decs, 24, 1801, loc.cit., D.3564.
54, To Judah Hays, Dec. 29, 1801, loc.cit,, D.3G7e

55, Dec. 29, 1801, loc.cit., p.367.
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A week later, he wrote once again to John leamy, saying, "I
hops there will be no more failures with you & that as in New
York confidence is sgain restored," 26

As the year advanced, Moses liyers felt that the
troubles were not yet over, Thus he wrote a business asso=-
ciates "At Philadelphia & Baltimore misforstunes have haﬁpened
as I expected & I am sure others must follow.," °! There was
great danger ln those days when the American economy wag geared
to the war in Europe., Any change in Europe brought unexpected
results in America. As 1t was, there had been itrouble and
money shortages all mlong, even for loses Myers, and he had
had to write on one occasion to hls ex=partner, Isaac Moses,
saying: " s.. dont Scold (G} I will draw no more for Some
time, I am told you neﬁer have less than 50 to 80,000 Dollﬁrs
in Bank and can certainly oblige your friend,..."28

About a month later he wrote another letter to Isaac
Moses saylng: "I observe what you Say respecting lMoney Banks
&c,. that yr. friends make Shifts to get all your Spare Mon~

ey (o) I know It () there is extreme Satisfaction in Serving
our friends and doing as we would be done by ~159 The ghort-
age of money produced a cry for banks in many places, and it
is therefore very interegting to see Moses Myers! opinion on

banks e

56, Jane 7, 1802, loc.cit., P«379,

57. To Wm. Smith, Jan.i4,1801 (7)), Letterbook, III, p.388.
58, April 2, 1801, loc,cit., p. 101,

59, lay 1, 1801, 108,Git., P.151.
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He wrote a business amasociate: "I observe indeed
I knew that it hed been determined a Branch Bank shoutld be
established at Savannah () it is a good thing for prudent
men but a Bed thing if misused," He then added the words:
"I have been a Director of our Bank ever since its establish-
ment."% Feither banks nor other institutions could help
our business men at that time, however, for our business
was geaved tq the war needs of Europe. Europel!s losses

were Americals gains and vice versa,

The financlal picture of that ersa ls admirably
swmred up in this paragraph by Hugh Blsir Grigsby:

The trade of our fathers in 1802 was an un-
natural trade, It was a fungus that sprung
from the diseased condition of foreign
powers, It was not the result of developed
productive wealth, but the accident of the
war between the two grestest commercial
nations of the globe, which gave us the
carrying trede, It was born of other
peopletls troubleg, and destined to die

when those troubles were appessed,bl

That 1is why the Peace of Amiens was a calamlty and a dis~
sster for many of the greatest merchants of the land, and
| failures took place in all the principsl cities,

Moses lMyers, looklng at the situation cried out

"Where for Heavens Sake iz all this to end, I see not."%%

60. To lewis Harrington, &April 22, 180<, letterbook, III.
Pe575, '

61« Wertenbaker, Norfolk, p.103n., citing He. B, Grigsby,
Governor Tazewcll, Pe27.

62+ To lsaac loses & Sons, larch 10, 1802, letterbook, 1II,
DPs4351.
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Writing to a New York business house, hs said: "I regrot

very much the Genl Situation of things in all the Northern
Towvms ...."65 To snother gentleman he wrote that the faile
ures" ... 866m too General every where."®% In yet another
lsttor he said: "the fallures in Baltimore New York & Chs
Tovm are Areadfullesss"®° 8o business was bad both in

the north and in the south., Fesce In Europe, however, was

not of very long durafiion, so business recovered quite gquickly
vhen the wap was renewed,

Thére was other bad news sbout which to write
that years eventa'in the French VWest Indies caught the
attention of the whole world, It was about those events
that loses Myers wroté the following:

You are no doubt advised as to the Lost un~
pleasant Hews from Cape Francols =- I have
Spoken with Capt, Hoedgers who seye that on

the approach of the fleet Gen Lelers (Jeclerd)
sont a legsags to Tousssaint purporting that

he had Come to tale possession of Hispanlola
and to preserve to the people their Libverty (&)
Froperty and that the fleet would enter the
Port next day to which Genl Chiristoph replyed
the Conmander in Chief Toussaint being abgent
had éirected bim not to Suffer more than two
Ships to enter the Port, mors woud be con=
sidered hostlile & on the firgt Gun being fired
he shoud announce it alagial (Y] to putting

& torch to every house on the Islend (] on

the entry of the 8hips the Caepe was accordingly
fired and when the army landed on (Qy) 57
Houses kemeined (Bic¢] unburnt and Capt Rodgers
says the flares extended in the plain es

65, To Issnc Hoses & Sons , March .8, 1802, loc.cit., p.429.
64, To Wme Smith, March 8, 1802, loc.cit., p.2oU. — |
65, To Geo. Gibbs, March 10, 1802, 10C.Clbe, D433,
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fair (3ic¢) as: the eye could intend (.,) an em=~
bargo has been laid and his was the only Vessell
Suffered to departeses” 06

Those were anxlous days for many of our merchants.

They were anxious days too for those who lived in
southern communlties amongst the negro masses. Moses Myers
gives us a sharp plcture of this:

there is an unpleasant report of the massacre
of a whole family in North Carolina by the
negrces., I hope it may only prove & Report(.)
it has however caused us to be Vigilent (4} I
had a patrole last night and shall have it
Continued for some time () we must see to
goet our Militia in Regular order (5] it ma¥y
be very necessary for the Negroes grow dig-
orderly and the St. Domingo business may put
mischief in thelr heads.ese®’

Thus one seeg that there were many tensions &t work in those
war years, Money was made and lost, Ships were boarded and
sailors impressed. It was & time of trouble for all.
Fortunately, there were no failures in Norfolk,

and none were expected, although there was a general short-
age of cash, For this, Moses Nyers was very thankful.68
That year, 1802, his properties brought him in a rental of
$900,00 on which he pald a tax of @61.72.69 Taxes seem to

have gone up quite a blt that year, for in the previous year

66, To L.A. Plchon, Baltlmore, March 3, 1802, Ietterbook,III,
Pe425, ‘ ' ‘
67. To Thomas Newton Jr., March 12, 1802, loc.Clit., D.436,
68e M M. to Wm, Smith, March 9, 1802, Ietterbook, III,
Pe430.,
69, Personal Property 1802,
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on a rental income of $860.00 he had paid in taxes only
70
$20.97. That's what war conditions do to taxes.

Perhaps 1t was with a sigh of rellef that Moses
Myers turred away from his business concerns to the pleasant
task of writing the following letter to Thomas Jefferson:

Norfolk, June lst, 1802

Sir

Permit me the Honor to Introduce Admiral
Hartsinck (Commanding the Squadron of the
Batavilan Republic in Hampton Road, & for
which I am agent) to your Civilities. The
object of the Admiral's Journey is to pay
you his Personal respects & I am happy Sir
to Inform you that the Impressions on his
mind are very favourable lndeed as relates
to our Country — which has been very
flattering to me —

The Admiral will be extremely Gratified in
the Honor of Your personal acquaintance &

I have taken the liberty to assure him you
would be glad to see him,

I have the Honor to be with much Respect
Sir
Your very obt. St.
Moses MyersTl

Thomas Jefferson Bsq.
From thls letter 1t would appear that Moses Myers was ac-
quainted with Thomas Jefferson, and had a very real respect
and admiration for that distinguished gentleman. It also
shows us that Moses Myers was always ready to do his part
to'help influential forelgners gain a good impreassion of
his beloved country. In those days of conflict, this was

very 1mportant to Amerilca,

TO. Personal Property 1801,
71. Max J. Kohler, "Thomas Jefferson and American Jews,"

PAJHS, XX (1911), p. 17.
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SORROWS AND TRAGEDIES

The war years brought prosperity, but they
were full of worry for the American business man, This
18 seen clearly in a letter written by Samuel Myers (Moses!
son) to his elder brother, John, in which he said: "I
have long since made up my mind to pursue the profession
of Law, & have been not a little prompted to this deter-
mination by the prest, deranged state of mercantile af-
falirs ..."1

Only a few years later, this same son, Samuel
stood accused of the murder of Richard Boﬁden, of Norfolk.
It happened this way: Bowden had an argument with Moses
Myers and knocked him down, When Samuel learned of this,
he took a pistol and went out and shot Bowden.3 Apparently
he got off scot free, but as late as 1820 thgre were still
people in Norfolk who called him a murderer,

1. MS., April 10, 1808, in the Library of the College of
William and Mary.

2, Norfolk Gazette & Publick Ledger, May 27, 1811,

3. Wm. B. 8treet to John Myers, July 4, 1811, MS in the
possession of the Myers family of Norfolk.,

4, Diary of William Dunlap 1766-1833 ...., II, pp. 518-519,
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| This marked the beginning of a series of
tragedles that now fell on Moses Myers. He could take
pride in the rocord of his sons, John and Myer, in the
War of 1812, but after that his life was a long series of
trials and trlbulations.s A few years after the cessation
of hostilitlies, a great and terrible panic swept over the
country. Gloom covered the whole land, early in 1819,

when the following poem appeared in the press:

HARD TIMES

Bard are the times indeed when all confess,

That every face 1s clouded wilth distress;

When merchants groan beneath a welght of care

And cheerless prospects greet a newborn year;

When the Mechanick's tools aside are laid,

And he, bemoaning tells of bills unpaid;

¥hen banks lamenting mourn thelr credit gone,

And from thelir vaults the specle all withdrawn,

And when the parson with look demure,

Complains of want, whose stipend should be sure;

¥hen e'en the Editor, whose coplous sheet,

Mingles our bitter cup with many a eweet,

Feels the dejecting gloom the season wears,

And Justly mourns his patrons long arrearg -~-

¥hen e'en the Bard, whose vants for cash are small,

Feels his dejecting lot, the lot of all,

fnd tho' he dares not hope or wish to hoard,

Desires a trifling sum to pasy his board,
Stipendiary. 6

The Panic of 1819 crushed Moses Myers, On
July 5, 1819, he and his son, John, executed a deed which
made over their properties as security to their debtors,

5, The Norfolk landmark, November 10, 1877.
6, IAmerican Beacon, (worfolk) January 28, 1819,
7. The Horfolk & portsmouth Herald, July 31, 1822,
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Moses explained his troubles, in the following

note: "My means are large greatly aboge my debts, but a

dollar cannot be raised on anything.”" His trouble was

that "property would only bring as many hundreds as it

would have commanded thousands eighteen months earlier."

Thus once again did circumstances conspire to rob Moses

Myers of all his possessions,

After this, the hand of death descended on the

Myers family. In November of 1819, Moses' son, Abraham,

passed away, and this is what the newspaper said about

With feelings of most painful sorrow we have
to announce the death of Mr. Abraham Myers
of the firm Myers & Woodlands, Merchants,

The amiable youth was but a few days since

He died on the 18th inst. in the 22nd year

of his age. In hig intercourse with soclety
he was admired as the polished gentleman,
animating the socilal ce¢ircle with the salliles
of hls lively imaginatlion, and bindlng every
heart to him by his openness of character,
and refined sensibility. But alas! he has
been thus suddenly taken from his fond parents,
and affectionate sisters & brothers, who in
this awful dispensation of Providence and
severe bereavement, have sustalned a loss too
afflicting to be expressed, and known only

to those whose hearts have been painfully

In his character every virtue was combined
to render him beloved by his connexions, and

him:
at the residence of his father,
in the bloom of health & beaulty of life.
wrung by such a trial,

8.

9.

To John Ieamy, June 6, 1819, Letterbook, VIII,

391.

E. Channing, A History of the United States, V,

314 n.

- 717 -



intimate friends, and his loss will long be
deplored by all who had the pleasure of his
acquaintance., AS a zon, he was every thing

& parent could wish, As a brother, affection-
ate and devoted. As a frliend, honorable and
8incere. 10 :

A man can recover from a business loss, but from this
kind of & loss it is imposaible to recover, For that
matter, Moses Myers had no chance to recover., More
tragedies came his éay.

His youngest son Henry had chosen the navy
as a career, possibly because of the collapse of the
family business. He had become a nidshipman and was thus
on the road of duty and honor, but the path of duty led
to an early grave. He was aboard the U.8.S. Hornet, going
from Havamna to Norfolk, when he became 111 with yellow
fever. He lasted only a few days, and died on August 9,
1822.11 ¥ho can estimate the pain and heart ache caused
by this watery grave? The parents had no chance to nurse
their son. They had even been denied the privilege of
following thelr son's bier. There was not even a grave
to look after and adorn with flowers. HKrs, Myers! health
broke beneath the welght of all this tragedy; she died

12
on October 19, 1823,

10. American BReacon, November 19, 1821,
11. Ibid,, Augustv 13, 1822,
12, Hichmond Enquirer, November 4, 1823,
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Once again the obituary notice tells the story:

Departed this 1life, after a lingering illness
atv her slster’s in Montresl, Canada, Mrs. Ellza
Myers, consort of Moses Myers, Eaqg. Merchant,
of this Borough., Her disease wag principally
that of the mind, occasioned by sorrow for the
untimely exlit from this life of two of her de-
voted, amiable and accomplished sons who were
cut off suddenly, Iin the beauty and bloom of
life and usefulness, promising as they matured
in age, solace €0 their aged parents and orna-
menta to soclety. She was a pious woman, affec-
tlonate wife, and tender parvent.

Those friends who had the honor of an ac-
quaintance with Mrs, Myers, will long regret
the loss they have sustained in this sad event,
and sympathise with those more nearly connected —
a distressed husband and affectionate children.i3

It is possible too that the loss of all their properties,
was keenly felt by Mrs., Myers. The properties were sold
in 1822 for a tiny fraction of their real worth in order
to still the clamor of thelr debtors.lu

Hoses Myers took all this with fortitude, In
September of 1826, the sky brightened for him, when his
son Hyer Myers married Miss Judith Marx of Richmond.l
Moses now faced the world with newfound energy. In May
of 1827, Moses was appointed Collector of Customs for the
district of Norfolk and Portsmouth, Virginia.16 In addition
to these dutlies he was algo expected to be the Superintend-

ent of Lights, and Agent of the Marine Hospital, and all

12. American Beacon, November 1, 1823.

14, 7The Horfolk & Portsmouth Herald, July 31, 1822,
15, The Norfoik Lanomark, november 10, 1877.

16, The Norfolk & Portomouth Herald, June 1, 1827.
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17
this for the modest sum of $904,83 per annum, One

ecouldn't get rich on that salary, but at least it gave
Moses Myers something to take his mind off his troubles,
His troubies, however, were far from over,
Early in 1830, he resigned from the office of Collector,
Then on November 27,51839, his beloved son, John, passed

awvay. Here is his obifﬁary notice:

Dled -~ On Saturday evening last, at half past

six otclock, after an illness of three weeks,

John Hyers, Lsq. aged 42, eldest son of Moses
Myers, Esq. late Collector of the port of Nor-
folk, On the reorganization of the Junilor
Volunteers last Spring, he was though not then

a member, elected to command that distinguished
corps, of which -~ the coincidence is somewhat
striking ~- he was Lieutenant 17 yeare ago, when
"it was commanded by the lamented M'Connico, whose
death has Just been announced; and, wlith his com-
mander was taken from hls station in the company,
and appointed Ald~de-Camp to Brigadier Gen, Taylor,
then commanding the State troops at this post,
They were much assoclated both in milétary and

in death they have not been divided.l

The cup of bitterness was presented to Moses'! lips again
and again, almost beyond the limit of human endurance, One
wonders how he stood up under the weight of all these sor-
rows heaped upon him in the short space of a few years,
and what gave him solace and strength,

A year later, hls home was draped in black

once again. H1s beloved daughter, Adeline, died. Here

17. Registereof Offlcers and Agents Clvlil, Military and
Naval in the Service Of the United Jtates on the
of September, 1829 ,.,., P. 20,
18, Dally RiIchmond Whig, December 4, 1830, p. 3.
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is her obituary notice;

Miss Adeline Myers, daughter of Moses Myers,
Esq. departed this life, after a short illness,
on Monday evening, Her funeral will take place
thia Day at 11 o'clock, at the house of her
father, Her friends and acqualntances are in-
Vigid to attend at that time, without further
novice,

The lamented subJect of this notice enjoyed

in a high degree the affection and esteem of
the polished and enlightened society in which
she moved, for she was eminently distingulshed
for all those virtues & graces which elevate
her sex and do honor to human nature, -
Blessed with an intelligent & well regulated
mind, and a disposition every way amiable;

this highly accomplished lady sought her sum
of earthly enjoyment in dlspensing happiness

to those around her — in her domestlic c¢ircle,
and in the society of her friends. S8ad, indeed,
is the sacrifice to which they have been re-
quired to submit, in the loss of so cherilshed
and endearing an object, and painful beyond ex-
pression the visiltation of the calamlity to her
already griefstricken family, bowed with the
burden of many previous sorrows, heaped upon
them in the lapse of a few short years. 19

Moses Myers was belng tried in the flery furnace of af-
fliction, but his trials were not yet over, Of course,
one might'argue that this is one of the penaltles of ad-
vanced old age -~ the penalty of seeing loved ones drop
off, like leaves in wintery weather.

The obltuary noticeces, however, seem to indi-
cate that the community felt that Moses Myers was getting

more than his share of sorrow. Especially is this seen

19, Norfolk and Portsmouth Herald, Jamuary 18, 1832,
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in the notice following the death of his son, Frederick:

It is with no less regret for the loss to our
community of so0 valuable a member than of sym-
pathy for the anguish which has been inflicted

in a family already depressed by many SOrrows;
that we announce the death of Frederick Myers, Esq.
Merchant of this Borough; he departed this life
on Saturday night last, (June 16, 1832) at the
residence of his father, Moses Myers, Esq. in the
35th year of his age. He was born and reared

in our communlty and the universal sentiment of
regret, with which his death has inspilrited 1it,
is the best evidence of his worth of character,
and the blameless tenor of his life,

The friends of the family are invited to attend
his funeral, from the residence of his father,
this day, at 10 o'clock, g cisely, without
further notice.

Masonlc Notice

The Members of Lodge No, 1 wlll meet at the
Mason's Hall, This Morning at % past 8 ofclock,
A.M. to pay the last tribute of respect to the
remains of their Worshipful Master, Frederick
Myers.

The Members of Lodges No, 16, 56 and 100 and
all transient brethren are respectfully invited
to attend. June 18,20

This was a cruel blow to Moses Myers, for Frederick had
been the support of his old age. PFrederick had worked
very hard to pay off his fathert's debts and had joined
with Myer t0 maintain thelr father.21

Another man would have been knocked out by

20, Norfolk and Portsmouth Herald, June 18, 1832, I
am indebted to Miss Mary Churchill Brown, of

: the Norfolk Publiec Library, for this notice.

21, Stern, Some Notes, Appendix, A.
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such a tragedy, but not so was it with Moses Myers,

The death of his soﬁ Frederick, spurred him on to new
activity. Perhaps it was his flerce desire for inde-
pendence that made him go to Washington, to join a lobby,
only a month after the tragedy. In Washington, however,
the going was none too easy, and Moses Myers was soon
attacked by no less a personage than Henry Clay. Mr,
Clay's remarks smelled of religious bigotry, and this

interesting correspondence ensued:

Baltimore July 15, 1832,

Dear Sir: You know that I am your friend, and
therefore I write to you freely. Several of
the religious soclety to which I belong, myself

included, feel both surprised and hurt by the |
manner in which you introduce the expression A

"the Jew™" in debate in the Senate of the United
States, evidently applying it as a reproachful ' "o
designation of a man whom you considered ob- Vi
noxious in character & conduct. ’
I do not know the person you allude to, the
term "the Jew" as used by you, is considered
iliiberal. If therefore you have no antipathy
to the people of that religious soclety, I can
readily bellieve you will have no obJectlon to
explane to me by a line, what induced the
expression,

I am, with respect snd esteen,
Your Obt, St.
8. Etting

Hon, H. Clay
United States Senate, Washington22

22, Walter Liebmann, "The Correspondence Between
Solomon Etting and Henry Clay,” PAJHS, XVII
(1909), p. 81.
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Henry Clay followed exactly the line suggested
by Solomon Etting, and here 1s hils reply:

Washington, 16th July, 1832.

My Dear Sir: I regret extremely to perceive from
your letter of yesterday, that you have thought
it possible that a remark of mine, applied %o a
subordinate officer of the Customs who was in
attendance here, was llable to an unfavourable
interpretation to the Jews generally. Nothing
could have been further from my intention. The
remark wags intended to deseribe a person, and not
to denounce a Natlon. It was strictly, wmoreover,
defensive, Some of my friends who were in the
Senate had been attacked by Genl, Hayne, as I
thought, rudely for the assistance which they
had rendered about the Tariff,

In reply I sald they were not the only per-
sons attending on that objJect, but that on the
other side, Moses Myers (or Myers Moses, for I do
not yet know his designation), had been summoned
by the Secretary of the Treasury, and might be
seen dally skipping abhout the house; and I then
proceeded to describe his person, &c.

I Judge of men, not exclusively by their
Nation, religlon, &c., but by their individual
conduct, I have always had the happiness to
enjoy the friendship of many Jews, among them
one of the Gratz's of Lexington, formerly of
Phlladelphia, stands in the most intimate and
friendly relations to me; but I cannet doubt
that there are bad Jews as well as bad christlans
and bad mahometang,

I hope, my dear sir, that you will consider
this letter perfectly satisfactory.

With great regards, I am,
Truly yours,
H. Clay.

Solomon Etting, Esq.aB

23. Ibid. This is far from being a satisfactory explana-
tion, but is about the best that Henry Clay could
say, under the c¢ircumstances.
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If Clay's letter can be taken literally, it
is certainly very wonderful that at the age of eighty
years, Moses Myers could stiil go "skipping about the
house.“au After this incident, however, 0ld age really
set in, with 1ts infirmities and ailments. In his declin-
ing years, he became financially independent, thanks to

a legacy of figg thousand dollars, from hils old friend,
Abraham Touro,

On July 8, 1835, Moses Myers passed away, and
this is what the paper said about him:

Died, yesterday umorning, between the hours of
elght and nine, in the é3d year of his age,
Moses Myersa, Esq. formerly Collector of this
port, and one of the oldest and most enterpriz-
ing merchants in the Unlon, He had been in
feeble health for some months past, and a few
weeks since pald a visit to a beloved daughter
in Baltimore, but his health was not improved
by the Jaunt.,-— He became 111l in that city, and
being desirous of breathing the pure alr of the
sea to which he was accustomed, he was removed,
as soon ag his sltuation would permit, to this
place, where he has since remained., But 1t was
not decreed that he should again recover his
usual health, He grew gradually weaker, &
£inally breathed his last, more, as it were,

in obedience to the law of our common nature
than of any positive disesse, Few men were
more prosperous in middle life than the subject
of this notice, and few have been more severely
tried in the ordeal of affliction., Within the
range of a few short years, he not only lost the
wife of his bosom - the partner for many years
of his joys and sorrows - but son after son ~-

24, 1Ibid,
25, 3Jtern, Spme Notes, Appendix, A.
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in the pride and prime of life =~ had been
stricken from beside him, till he stood, like
the forest tree whose limbs have been nearly -
stripped by the tempest almost alone in the
solltudée of age. We have sald that he losat
child after child — but we can scarcely write
even at this day, disconnected though we be

in relationship, of one — a daughter -- on
whom the father looked with becoming pride

and enthusiastlic affectlion -- one whose name,
when grace and elegance, and the thousand vir-
tues which elevate and ennoble the female char-
acter were mentlioned, came unbldden for on the
lips of all -~ and whose sudden death cast a
gloom over our community -- even at this noment
the image of the venerable father weepling at
her grave is fresh before us, One of hls sons
who had Just attalned the age of manhood, and
returning from a distant voyage, when within

a few hours! sall of his native place, breathed
his last. Yet under all these severe afflictions,
he bore up with great fortitude, and cheered by
the sedulous attentions of his surviving children,
it was not beyond our expectatlons that he might
yet live a few years longer, But it has been
determined otherwise,

My, Myers reslded In this borough for up~
wards of fifty years, and was at one period more
extenslvely engaged in commercial transactions
than any other merchant south of the Potomaec.

The friends and acquaintances of the de-
ceased are invited to attend his funeral from
his late residence on Cagherine Street, This
Afternoon at 4 o'elock,.2

He was a Mason too, and his lodge gaveahim a funeral In

accordance with their best traditions,

American Beacon, July 9, 1835. Since Moses Myers

only arrived in Norfolk in 1787, this notice is
incorreet in stating that he had lived there for
r mgre than fifty years.
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Another paper had this to say about him in
an obltuary notice: "HMr, Myers was distinguished for
public spirit and contributed liberaily in his day to ad-
vance the prosperity of the town and ifs institutions, -
giving active ecuployment to hundreds, & freely diatg%buting
of his abundance in private & public benefactions,™ VWhen
such things are written sbout a man who was almost penni-
less, one can rest assured that it is the truth,

During his 1life, he served in many positions
of honor and trust. He was Danish vice consul at Rorfolk
for many years.29 The Netherlands appointed him vice
consul in 1819.30 In addition to this, hesgad served as
a director of the Farmers Bank in Norfolk, Whatever he
did, he did well. For many years after his death, his
name was remembered by those who loved courage and devotion
to duty.

28. The Richmond Vhig & Public Advertiser, July 14, 1835,

Peol.
29, Bruce Histoy £ Virginia p. 433,
30. Ibid.: Stern, §ome notes, ﬁ. 15 shows that in 1824
wag still carrying on this task,
31, DNorfolk Gazette & Public Ledger, August 5, 1812,
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APPENDIX
The Will of Moses Myersl

In the name of God, Amen, I, Moses Myers,
of the Borough of Norfolk, and State of Virginia, belng of
sound and healthful mind and memofy-blessed be almighty
god for the same-dc make and publish this my last Will in
case of my death,

Whereas by a codicil to the will of my late
deceased friend Abram Touro of Medford in the state of
Massachusetts he bequeathed to me a legacy of five thou-
sand dollars to be placed in the hands of John Coffin
Jones as tfustee for my use during my life, the interest
thereof to be pald to me, and at my death the prinecipal
is to'be disposed of by me by Will. 'And whereas the en-
barrassed state of my affairs regquired that I should take
meaéures to prevent the benevolent intentions of the tes-
tator towards my family from being frustrated by any cir-
cumstancee which might in my present pecuniary situation
and the distribution of my resources for their support

1. Norfolk County Will Book #5, p. 375, cited in full by
Stern, Some Notes, Appendix,
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deprive them of the future ald of my son Myer and Frederick,
to whose aid they and myself have been chiefly indebted for
maintenance since the entire surrender of my effects, and
being bona flde indebted to my sald sons Myer and Frederick
in a larger sum than the aforementioned bequest I considered
myself conselentlously Justified In selecting them in pre-
ference to the other c¢reditors, as well as in consideration
of the motives and design of this legacy, as of the ald
and support already received and thereafter to be recelved,
I did convey by my deed bearing date on the eleventh day
of November last, convey to my sald sons Myer and Frederick
in consideration of the sums of mbney due by me to then,
all my right, tltle and interest, legal or equitable in
the aforesald legacy.

But in the possible event of any questlion aris-
ing at my death as to the validity of my sald deed or as
to the title vested in me by the terms of the Codiell to
the will of my deceased friend, Abram Touro, I deem it
proper to fortify the conveyance already so made by this
last Will & Testament, I give and bequeath to my son Myer
Myers the sum of three thousand five hundred dollars, for
and in congideration of certain sums many of which I stand
indebted to them whether for debts contracted before my
fallure or for monies since advanced b# them for the sup-~
port of my family, the amount to be paid to them out of

the aforesald legacy of five thousand dollars to me be-
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queathed by Abram Touro to John ., Jones or any other sum
or sunis of money in the hands of the sald Jones or of any
other pergon for me or of the executocrs of the sald Touro
as by him so bequeathed, and having every confidence that
my said pons Myer and TFrederick will contPibute their
affairs to support my family as heretofore although the
immedinte object of my friend Abrem Touro in making his
late bequest has been {rustrated in part I do hereby ap-
point my sons John, Myer, and FPrederick or either of them
ny executors of this my last Will and I desire that no
security may b2 reguired from them as such for the exe~
cution of this duty, |

In witness whercof I have hereunto set my hand
and seal this tenth day of December in the year one fhousand
eight mmdred and twenty-two,

Moses Myers

* * *

If at my death & less sum should be due to either
of my sons Myer or Frederick than is intended to be covered
by the annexed Will, then 1t 18 my intention that the sur-
plus arising out of the five thousand dollars, shall be
paid to Myer or Frederick as the czaze may be, But if I
should not be indebted to my s3ald sons Myer and Frederick,

a90u



I give and bequeath the whole of sald legacy or any sur-
plus to my daughters, Adelin Augusta, and Georgianne,
Probated July 20, 1835,

James Cresble and Maurice Primrose, Dec'd
P. I. Cohen out of the Commonwealth, John Pettit attested
Primrose's hand; Thomas Rellly, Cresble'!s hand., Wm, W,
Sharp and S. Whitehead attested Moses Myers hand. Myer-
Myers granted executor’s right, there being more than

sufficient in the estate to meet its debts,
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